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EARLY GRADUATION

STUDENTS PURSUE A LONG AWAITED DREAM

A traditional graduation at St.
Johns High School would consist
of walking across the stage on a
suriny June day to accept that long
awaited diploma. For two seniors,
the tradition has been altered. Vel-
vet Atkinson and Diane Stratton de-
cided to accept their diplomas in
mid-January in hopes of pursuing a
career with their horses. Diane and
Velvet have been riding horses
through 4-H most of their lives and
now have recently involved them-
selves in a horse show which could
take them all over the United
States. As Velvet stated, "We will be
traveling all over Michigan, also to
the bordering states and possibly
to Canada.” Most students, after

graduation, are still under the
wings of their parents, yet Diane
and Velvet will be staying “at hotels
near the showing grounds.”’

The thing that frightens Velvet
the most about her choice of grad-
uating early and entering a travel-
ing horse show is she doesn’t know
ifshe is ready. "'It's a big step and a
full time job.”

Graduating early is a unique twist
to end senior year. Diane and Vel-
vet had to discuss the situation
with their parents a great deal.
Once the decision was made, they
took the idea to their counselors
and a few of the administraters, and
discussed it futher. One action the
two girls had to take was move the

required economics and govemn-
ment classes to the same semes-
ter. Also they had to prove to the
administraters that they wanted to
graduate early in order to pursue a
career.

The two girls will be together
most of the time because they have
the same horse trainer. Though be-
ing together will ease the lonliness,
the girls both agree that “friends”
are what they will miss the most
about their high school years.

Although graduating early is un-
usual, for Diane and Velvet it is
something they both wanted to do.
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