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“Thf Clinton Independent”
Lew Walling, 95, remembers

By RICH WERTZ
Editor

“l can remember the
early days, we'd go- up
there on Soturday nights
and 5l om the hitching
posts," says Lew Walling.

Mow a reskdent of Elsie,
Walling was borm In S0
Johing n 1891 He altended
school af Perrin-Palmer,
shoveled sugar beels,
farmied extensively in Clin-
tan County, belped bulld
Norih Clinton Avenue, saw
his flrst car ln &t Johas
and atiended the frst
mavle theatre in 51 Johns,

"It cond m dime bo sl inoa
chair,"” ke says. “Thats all
It was — a big emply room
whlh chalrs thet weren't
conpecled to each olher."
 When bie was about seven
years ofd, he saw his First
autvinoblle — and In 1921
B Beought his flrst sutp-
meotikle,

“It was = HBrisco," be
says- I had just ame light,
I fronb. Coal s liltle leas
L 35 brand new. "

AND HE REMEMBERS
Lhe work prople used 1o do
then.

“Good  hard work, 1
guess, ks the reason ['ve
Flvied 5o long. " he says

He. remembers helping
hiz lother, whe @ owred
severnl leamds of horses,
sl dirt when Morth Clin:
ton Avenue was belng
hm‘!;'-h

"Thual was ably n
1908 or 150G, "Tnp "]
don't even kpow what they
puld ~ probably four or
five dutlars a day [or team,
wagon and man "

Lew Walling: ‘We’d go
up there on Saturday
nights and sit on
the hitching posts’

For another period of
tine he worked loading

sugar beets, first Im:dlnn_

them onto’ & wagon, Then
onio 8 rallroad boxcar

"1 dome & 104 of that,” he
says. “"Gol 30 cents a bon.
Wi used o load 40 lops &
day "

Ho -had & reputation for
wiarkkng! st aid hard

A mian eome o amsd
worked hall a day,” he

says. “'Sald he couldn’t
shovel betls po more. ™

As lar himsell, he Says,
he rememisered whail his
fniher ysed o say — “He
Eald you have Dwo speeds
—[hal and fasfer.”"

Fiar ban years e worked
lor a (armer in Banakeler

“] oame to Bonnister in
[#18, jusi belornm
Christmas, " he recalls. 'l
workid for two years for

the same man He termed

Lal to be my brother-in-

THAT WAS BECAUSE
ke married Francells
Cook, the sisler of e wile
of the man for whom he
woopked.

BEul first be wenl ouwt
wnest

“That was when ii was
‘i wesl, young man,™
gays Walling's daughter,
Mrs. Leo Denmiming, wiao
Hvees ln Carland, Michigasn.,

He worked In South
Dokodn o2 8 linm hand
ardl 45 & poal ball cook
making flepjacks.

“He can siill flip ‘em,"
sinys his doigghier

He returned (o Banniater
in 1918 and marcried
Francolla.

"l started [proing fog
mysell and I've been (arm-
Ing ever alnce, ' he saya. |
ralzod & ke of sugar beets
and three daughlers."™

FromeeHadisd in TBEE,

“Simee them I've  beeen
keeping a bachelor™s |ife,*
bt iy 5.

And he-skill works hard,
says his daughter. He
kieeps his own house, mows
hit own Laven and recenily
finished painting his house,
He still drives his car dur-
Ing daylight Bours to visit
tamily members — his

nger  brother, Markon
alling; lives on Freach
Road near 3t. Johns and he
has deaghters n Ovld dnd
LT

AS a maller af fecl, when
he wae 75 vears ofd, ke
drove lo Alnska.

“Drove s Ford,"" he siys,
“0 EUe over 10,000 miles."



BULLETIN BOARD

GENEALOGY DIVISION: (First Mond.dys)

Nov. 3 Capitol Federal Savings,
St. Johns at 7:30 p.m.
Program by Judge Marvin
Hobartson

CLINTON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIF MEETING
Third Thursdays)

Nov, 20 Capitol Federal Savings,;
st. Johns at T30 p.m.
Alden Livingston will
speak on historical trains
in‘Clinton County

ABRCHIVES (In DaWitE Township: Hall,
Brook Hoad, DeWitt
which is one block southaast
of U. 5. 27 & State Rd,

Hours: 8 a.m, to 3 p.m, on
Mondays through Wedpesdays

PATNE-GILLAM=SCOTT

MUSEUM

(On- Maple Street across
from Courthouse in St.
JOnns)

Hours: l-5 p.m. Sundays
Z = B p.m. Wednesdays

Belp is neaded to preparc
for: the helidays. Needed
are volunteers; cedar for.
roping; a cedar tree for
decorating; and collec-
tions for Christmas ax-
hibits. Call 223-2894 oOr
224=T7402,

VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS

bec. 7 through Jan. 7
Suo hours above Lut
closed Dec, 24 & Jan. 31
Open 2 Saturdays, on
Dec. 27 and Jan 3

Special tonres D 3pned
mant
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