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PAIBE- GILLAM SCOTT MUSEUM MARKS S0TH REMEMBRANCE OF SOHN'S DEATH

Glements A. Soh,, known as the sripinal batwing jumper, was
prometing aviation when he was killed while jumping in Paris on
Aprdl 25, 1937

On April 25 Paine-Gillam-Scott Museum will remembar Sahn with
a:gervice at Fowler. Activities=ineluda:

APRIL 25: A 50TH YEAR REMEMBRANCE" of Clements A. Sochn
I p.m. Most Holy Trinity Cemetery, Fowler
Followed by open houss at PGS whare Sohn's batmin
wings and other memorabilia will be displayed.

{(Information below from essay written by Connie Miller-Simmbns
of Denver. She wrote the essay in 1975 when a Fowler High School
student )

"...So0hn was born near Fowler...[ec. 7: 1910, ..90n of Mr. &
Mres. Bottlieb Sohn. ...as A student he served an aviation apprentice-
ship under Art Davis, a naoted Lansing flyar. He became a licensead
pilot and then took up parachute jumping.

He made his ficst jump in Florida in 193%Z...gradially incrensed
the time of his delaved jumps andthen came up with the idea of
Fastening material to his arms and between his lepa so that he might
swoop  and dive while making ‘his jumps.

. Hobn das woell kuown to lopha EFree Fair fans....appeaced as a
"Bat Wan' in 1834, " Faw weaks BEter he made his Firot batowin:
jump at Miami.... (he) appearad before Tonis sudiences in 1933 ns
@ mile jumper, an act where he fell from an airplane, plunging
several thousand feet before opening his pacachute. To thrill thae
crowd Bohn carried with him a sack of Flour, which marked his path
from the airplane to the ground.

(He) had 2 parachutes which he wore every time he jumped...

In 1936 Sohn narrewly escaped death while performing in Fneland.
His first chute fouled in his winzs, Forcing him to pull the emergency
chute.... he landed among parked cara...

{continued next paze)



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

CCHS membership: No information
available at press fime.

GENEALOGY DIVISTON

ADET i Lilection of offlcers
& Janet Soyder on
"Gazateer & Directory”
Capitol Federal Savings

& Loan, St.Johns, at
7:30 p.m.

ARCHIVES: DeWitt Township Hall
B a.m. - 3 p.m. Mondavys
through Wednesdays

PAINE GILLAM SCOTT MUSEUM

April 25 "S0th Remembrance' of
Clem Sohn's death
See page 1 for details

Reopans April 5

THOSSS0R8RI 085500058 8558855055888

JANET M. STURGTS-SNYDER has receive
from the Mich. Genealopical Council
forms to apply For certificates can

{Sohn continued) On April 25, 1937 the
Zb=year old Sohn dived to his death at
Vincennes, France...while he succeeded in
Ereeing one chute, it failed to open and

he plunged to the earth. He had jumped
++sat 6,000 featr and swoooped through space
on his man-made wings until reaching 1,000
teat where he strove to release his para-
chutes in vain.

Witnesses said he was Falliog about 140
feat 'n second when he hit. Hoping to ra-
main in £light four minutes, he was in the
air only 1 minute, 25 asconda when the fath
plunge began. The terrific impact of his
body dug & furrow in the ground six Feat
deep. His head, limbs and torse were brsken
In a hundred placeas.

Of his bat-wing jumps, Sochn had written:
“There is no sound but the wind. Tf T lose
spead the wind dies and there is no sound
at all. Someday T think everyone may haye
my wings and be able to soar from the house
t'l.:.lFEIJ-l I-i..
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d her Sesquicentennial Pioneer certificate
& the Library of Michigan. Anyone wanting
call her at Z24-6315. Deadline iz 12/31/87
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