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NEWS FROM THE ARCHIVES

by Een Coin
Archives Dirvector

It nas been a long not summer (who didn't know that?) but that
didn't stop progress at the Archives. 1In case the heat scared you
off and vou didn't make a visit here this past season, this report
should bring you up~to-date on some of khe changes, acouisitions ana
current projects at yvour archives.

We have made vet another move. Yes, its true! ™Must be the
gYyDpsvY in ug. We are still located in the DeWitt townshio hall but
are back again in the north hallway, next to the room we formerlv
cocupied. Wa are still eramped for space and recent developements
(mentioned later) have only compounded our situation. If anv of
you have any ideas or suggections for a larger, more oermanent and
centralized location for our Archives please let myvself or one of
the Socieaty officers know about it.

This past season broucht many imnortant acouisgitions to the
Archives' ecollection. First and foremost of these were the county
tax assessments and tax rolls for the vears 1881 thru 1949 (ewcludincg
1890, 1%00, 1910, 1920, 1930 and 1940 which were transferred to the
State Archives) and wvillage tax rolls up to 19¥7, some dating hack
to the 1870's. This collection of several hundred BIG ledgers is
a semi-permanent loan from the Clinton County Commissioners. They
prasented ouite a challenge to our storage abilities but the Archiwves,
the Society, all of Clinton county and future rezearchers evervwnere
are greatly indebted to county treasurer, Patriesia Purtill for her
insistance and persistance that these irremlaceable racords not he
destroved (as mandated by the state) but preserved for the future
and entrusted in the care of our Society's Archives.

If vou have never before used tax and assessment rolls for
local and family research vou don't know what vou're missing as
they can offer a wealth of information. Thank vou Pat Purtill,
thank you county commissioners, and a special thanks to Bill Serviss,
Bob Welton and Stuart and Arlene Smith for breakina their backs
to move these ledgers from the basement of the courthouse to the
Archives and espcecially to the Smiths for the use of their horge-
trailer for transport.

Open te the public: Monday, Tuesdny & Wednesday 5:00 a.m. 16 2:00 p.m.




The Archives 18 always anxXiGus to acyulre old school records
and we were glad to receive Lrom gonald and Etta Smith a large
assortinent of records of the Lowe scnool (Essex townshio) cating
from 1842 to 1930. Early school records sucn as these are an
invaluable resource for genealogists and we encourage vou, if
¥ou have any in your possession, to share them with others by
donating them to the Archives. Likewise, early township records
are of vital importance to family and local historv research., In
this area our collection is small but growing and the Smiths also

enlarged this by their donation of some records of Essex townshinp
dating from the 1B80's to the 1320'a.

We received several family genealogies this summer, incluaing:

The Brass family; tne Harper, Delp ana Krebhel families of Riley
twp. and Medina Co., Ohio; The Boulton family of Olive twp. and
DeWitt; several works on the Simmons families of Eagle, Riley

and Olive twps. and Shiawassea Co.; the Huard famiiv of DeWitt twp.:
the Keeney family.....the list goes on.

We nave also received numercus photograpns to add to our ever—
expanding photo collection. Archives volunteer Myrna YanEpos has
done an outstanding job of organizing, identifying and indexing
our collection to make it readily available to researchers. We
are always delighted to accept county-area vhotographs of places,
avents or persons (identified or unidentified) of Clinton's past.

Another major acguisition "in the works" concerns the collection
of Clinton county newspapars at the Clarke Historical Library at
Central Michigan University. Thev have offered this collection
be returned to this area and have stated that these may be released
to us vet this month. This collection roughly consists of Clinton
county newspapers from 1863 to 1940. Accepting them was easy but,
finding room for them at the Archives may be another story.

one of the best things to come down the pike this summer was
a4 new copy machine, one of two purchased by tne Society. This long
neaded tool has already been put to good use by researchers and
for in-house projects,

Wilma Sowle, our Archivist, did not let the summer slow her
down as she implemented many improvements and supervised the recent
move. She is currently busy organizing our seemingly enﬂlegs bits
of paper and news clippings into a very workable vertivlie file.

But she is never too busy to help the reasers with her personal
knowledge of Clinton county history and expertise as a top-notch
genealogist. Another of her many projects, she has recently
completed an index of another summer acguisition, a volume of
minutes from the 5t. Johns G.A.R. Post. (Civil War soldiers and
veterans are of a special interest to Wilma)

As the refreshing cool of autumn approaches and the hurried
pace of summer draws to a ¢lose, I invite you to hecome better
acquainted with your Archives. There's no time like the present
to begain that research project you'wve been meaning to get to.
tur hours are still Monday thru Wednesday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

We would like to see these hours expand if velunteers can be
found to staff it. If vou think you might be interested in vol-
untearing time to keep us open or to work on Archives' projects,
give me a call. And remember, just because you voluntear to
halp at the Archives doesn't mean vou have to work on Archives'
projects while you're there. It can be a great way to allocate

a certain amount of time each week to devote to vour own personal
proqect.




INTRODUCING:
HERITAGE QUEST ROAD SHOW

SPEAKERS

Ball Dhsllwrkade

As the result of o family argument at Thanksgiving
dinner **. Lin the "60°s sometime™ aboul where the name
Delfuetitale vriginaed, Bl Dollarhide determined 1o set his
relatives straight and discover the true origin of the fumily
mme. Mo, Bwenty yeurs bater be sill = . Chasn'i foand ot
lor sure’’, One thing is now known, however, Genealogy
in the Unitisd States s pever been ihe same since)

Educaled s the Edion Technical Instituie and the
University of Washington, both located in Seanle,
wiﬂj'lll'lhllflrl, Bill Dodlarhisde has been o F‘uﬂ.ﬁ:mgﬁmb;@m
since 1990, In 1980 be formed the Dollarhide Systems for
Genealogy Records specinlizing in genenlogical record
syblemms, maps and computer software fur peneilogists,  Mr.
DProllarhade is the suthor of the Dollarhide System; the Manal
Fevord Sveteri; Cevsus Resvarrch Kiy Map Guide bo the U5,
Federal Consuser, 1700-1920; Family Research Munager
compuler software program.  His newest book s Manag-
ing & Genealogical Project,  He 15 currently a third-term
city councilman and mayor pro-iem of the ity of Blaine,
Washington and o contribwting editor of Heritage (uest
Mugazine,

In 1981, Leland Meuzler enrolled in a community
college family hisory (genealogy) course bechuse he need-
ed an ehective o complete his college academic requirements.
What he discovered in that class changed the entire course
of his professional life, For within o very short time, Mr.
Meirzler became “hooked"™ on the science of genealogy.

Soon thercaller, working with his brather Sieve, an ides
was borm: HERITAGE QUEST, The Intermustional
Genealogy Forwn and Heriage (uest Magazine.  The rest,
s they sy, is history.

Mr, Meitzler has now become a nationully recognized
name in the field of gencalogy. In the process of promaoting
the HO) member erganizairon and magazine, he hos quietly
emerged as a sought-aiicr geocalogist, researcher and lec-
tarer.  Bioad cxpenence in all phases of pencalopy has
helped o develop this colorful, greganious gencalogist inio
an informative and enteraining speaker - delighting sudicnces
seross the country.

Mr. Meitzler & the co-founder of HERITAGE QUEST
and managing editor of Herdage (heest Magizine.

Mr. Meiszler and Mr. Dollarhide lecture about using the Foderal and Siate censuses, organizing family data, little-used
genealogical resources, numbering systems and compuler use in genealogy. They also discuss technigues for contacting relatives

and offer instruction on getting started in gencalogy.

The science and hobby) of gencalogy is quickly becoming ane of the world's major pastime activities and the United States
s o exnception. Millions of Amwricans are invalved in genealogy 10 one exient or another. Whether a person considers himself
4 novice of professional genealogist, Leland Meizler, Bill Dollarhide and the Herftage Quest Road Show provide a

memorable genealogical experience.




Heritage Quest
Road Show

Dear Genealogy Society Members and Friends,

This cover letter and enclosed brochure s 1o inlform you that the Clinton
County Historicul Soeciety, together with Heritage Quest, The Tnternafional Genealogy
Forum, are sponsoring the HERITAGE QUEST ROAD SHOW in your ared very soon.
{Please see the date, location and time at the end of this letier.)

The Heritage Quest ROAD SHOW is a mobile gencalogy education program
created specifically for the members and guests of gencalogy societies all over the
United States. One of Heritage Quest's co-Tounders, Leland Meitzler, i3 the ROAD
SHOW manager. Mr, Meitzler is a colorful, greganious genealogist who speaks
engagingly about many little-known gencalogical research sources and technigues.
Also representing Heritage Quest is Bill Dollarhide, author of Map Guides 1o the UL,
Federal Census, the Dollarhide System and Family Research Manager computer saftware.
Bill is a contributing editor of Heritage Quest Magozine and has joined Heritage Quest
on the ROAD SHOW. Leland and/or Bill lécture about wsing the Federal and Siate
censuses, organizing family data, little-used gencalogical resources, numbering systems
and compuler use in gencalogy.

In addition 1o the lecture program, the Heritape Quesi ROAD SHOW 13 an
enormous traveling gencalogy supermarket. Accompanying Leland and/or Bill will be
hundreds of genealogy books, maps, charts, indexes, compulter soltware programs,
cards, forms, gencalogy paraphernalia and other research aids. This. program is
provided as a service 1o you by Herflage Quest. As far as we know, there s nothing
clze like this anywhere,

The Heritage Quesi ROAD SHOW has been contoured to Fit precisely into o pre-
designed format and time frame a3 @ stand-alone entity. The day's activitics will
begin at 6:30 P.M. and last uatil about 10:00 P.M. The ROAD SHOW is designed 1o
further your genealogical education and help you access the valuable reference and
rescarch aids you need to solve some of those tough research problems.  #

Dué 1o the fact Leland and Bill carry the books, research aids, supplies, el
with them to each ROAD SHOW, you will not have to pay any postage and handling
on the items you purchase at the ROAD SHOW, which means your hard-earned (unds
will .go Farther at the Heritage Quest ROAD SHOW!

Locking forward to seeing you at the ROAD SHOW,

Hazel Mills, Field Coordinator
Heritage Quest ROAD SHOW

ROADSHOW DATE: OCTOBER 18. 1988

LOCATION: SWEGLES ST. SCHOOL
401 S, SWEGLES ST,
ST. JOHNS., MI 48579

TIME: 6:30P.M. FEE: $1.00/DONATION

P.O. Box 40, Orting, WA 98360-0040 (206) 853-2029



SESOUICENTERNLAL RNOTES

Among the projects now in the develooemental stage are:
A 1989 Sesquicentennial Calander noting hundreds of siqnificant
dates from Clinton county's past.

Fublishing a "primer” history of Clinton county's oriains
for local and school distribution.

Reprinting vintage postcard views from around the county,
prerhaps as note cards

Sponsoring a Sesquicentennial Certificate project (very
simalar to the State program of 1987) to be awarded to persons
proving descent from a Clinton pioneer of 1839 or prior.

Anyone wishing to help with any of these projects is encouraged
to contact one of the above mentioned persons. At this point
what is needed most is someone(s) with some time to perform the
legwork of getting printing costs.

* £ ] F 3 3 ]

HEW COMMITTEE FORMED

Randy has formed 4 new committee to study projects which the soclety might
like to take a look at in the Future. Put vour thinking caps on and let him know
that you are interested in helping with this cosmittee, Or if ¥YOou Cannot serve on
the committee, at least pive him your ideas.

The program committee alse nceds ideas for Historical Soclety programs for
January through June. Call Catherine Reed or Arlene Lounds.

GUNNISONVILLE CELEBRATES 100 YEARS!!!

Dn Sunday, September I8, a Scace plague was given te Margaret Stampfly, Oliver
and Mildred Anpell, Ina Cook, Mr & Mes Cesill Rhynard, elder membgrs of the Gupnisopn—

ville Church, by Jerry Roe of the State Mistorical Commission,

A potluck dinner and program followed the presentacion. Many visitors enjoyed

the :c&t:hing up" of old times and many "1 resomber"s could he heard throughout the
evening,
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

ARCHIVES COMMITTEE MEETING, Octoker b,
&t T:00pmm at the Archives in the
Belitt Charter Towvnship hell. GEN
Society membera willing to help with
Clinton County Seagquitentinnifl
Certificate project are nlso asked
to attend as this will be somevhat

of a joint meeting. Gen-Society
members are also sncourased to-attend
to give any imput into the Archives®
plans, objectives and procedurcs.
There will be much to accomplish

A% this meeting 8o be prepared to
stay late. Those sttending will

be glven thelr cholice of mesipgned
"fun asslgnments". Those not
attending will be mssigned

"hidecus tasks". Those caught
sneaking out early wlthowst
assigmments will be shot.

GENEALDGY MEETING, October 3, at
TiZ0pm in the Capltol Bavings and
Loan Bank bullding, program to be
given by Myra Spike on Facus on
Tamily in Ireland.

Aecompanylng this newslelter is o brochure

-on the Herltage Quest program planned for

Detoher..

L]

01ld Hewepapers Wanted

The Archives are Interested in nevspapers
prior to 1980. Talk to Wilma Sewle i1

you have papers you vwish to denate to the
Archives.

FEFEEREEERRERNEEY

Clinton County Scequicentennial

Did you know that Clintom County's Seaqul-
centenninl ks enly six monthe sway? This
Society has boon trying topet oo Jump on things
gince early this susmer when Catherines
Rumbaugh, Jnnat Sayder and Een Coin.,
reprepenting the Mugeum, Gen Society and the
Archives began putting their heads together

to plan Tor projects for this milestone in
Clintonta histary. You will be hearing much
more on plans belng formalatbed.

A o e e
Secretary nesded Tor Historical Society due

to regignation. TF interested, talk to
Randy Phelps.

; ML
@linton County ST ‘”-'En‘
Ho.
Fiatorical Soriety tgg&ﬁr%;ﬁa
PA
. 0. Box 174
Saint Jahns, Michigan 46879
RLMBEUGH: J0HNW & CATHERIN
A7% MESDOWVIER DRIVE
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