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OF CLINTON COUNTY

Farticulirly Mentioned by Superintendent
Hnmmond in his Arnunl Report

District No. 2, Watertown Township (Grove,
Sec. 36} Thiz building iz a type of the
substantial country school house uzuslly found
in a reglon of fertile farms. It is located
en the southesst corner of & cross road, 1ts
grounds comprising about eleven acres. The .
distriet fathers were wise enough to
preasrve a large portion of the maple grove
in the midst of which it wap built, and over
200 Tine tress temper the sin's rays and
beautify the landscape,

The interier view dieplaye e rocs with
sediing ‘capacity of over Tifty, lichted
{rem the sides. with blackbhoard apposite
the entrance, Zood pletures on the yalls,
a1l necessary appendages including a good
organ purchased by the sehool. And yet
this commodious andothervise comfortable
building vas constructed without any
provizion for ventilation 4n which
regard ¥e fedar it ig also typical of &
large number,

Disteiot NQ. 5, Watertown Townahip

(Starr, Section 28) Avout five milen
northeast of Grand Ledge i a finsly located,
comsodions brick duilding seating 16 pupils,
with windowe opn sideg mnd back sheded by
grean blinds, 63 alse by gobd new shaden

ol rollers, & necessary provisiecn ipasmuch
ag-the only shude trees are twenty or

thirty young msples. Had "Arbor Day"

been soomer obEerved this otherwiee Tine
schiopl ground might have been exceptiopslly
ettractive,

The interior, with its hardwoed walngcotinge

&nd terra cotts valls is cozy and cheerful,

Thers are plctures on the walls and all the

"necessary appendeges", which since the law

of 1893, sre no longer regarded ss luxuries,
while a new bockoase contsins the nuclsun of
& good district library and there is a good

OTERN .

The house 1= furnished with good modern desks:
in the arrangement of furndture with the
guiding hand aof the county commissioner has
agein been felt and & chenge effected by
closing up the windows in rear snd covering
vith blackboard, Bo that the pupils nov face
B dErkensd wall that furndaler oufviadiant {
blackboard space, the light eoming frem enly
the sidea of the room. Put agein, we munt
refer to the imperfact mears of ventilatlon, t
foul ‘air regicter beinp nesr the ceiling, oo
thet the warm, pure air essapsz and the cccler
foul air remains. An irven sink with s good
drain 1e & commendable feature, unfortunsntely
geldom asad’,

Hgtriet NO. 7, Essex Township (Hammeons,
Eaption 31} This building, though somevhai
szeller than the preceding is slso of brick,
and of the same atyle of architecture
prevalling throughout the township, vith & pop
sized yard surrounding 4%t and 15 or 20 small
maplea, giving promise of future shade,

The two Interior views show that the teachsr'r
desk i opposite the entrance, thum glvine
blackboard space in front of The popile and
1ight from the sides. The “round oak”™ stove
standing near anptrance. Though this is {he
beet posoible arrangement for theps bulidings,
it is 5til] open to the objection that the
chi=pey is back of the teacher, so thet the
siove plpe oust traverse entirs length of the
room, The interior walls and ceilings are in
excellant wondition, and the well painted

fiap stafl ia supplied with a gZood rope which,

i3 not always Tound to be true.




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

pECEMEER 15, 18EB The regulsr meeting
af-the Clinton- County Bistorical
Epolety will meet at the Payne, Gillsm,
Bcobt Mussum at Tr30pm.
conglst of speaker John Logie,
president of the Historfca)l Society of
Hichigan, Also music provided by Ernie
Block on his dulcimer. Breryone is
invited At oome early and tour the
Museun decked out in 1ts best

Chriatmas finery,

Frogpra= wiil

JANUARY 2, 1909 The regular meeting

of the Censalogisia of Clinton County
¥ill meet 8t the Capitol Federal Bavings
Bank at TiA0pm. Jenet Bnyder'will talk
on Freparing for o Trip to Your Hesearch
Litrazyr,

HAVE YOl FAID NOlR DUREs
How do wena dod
ome pay thelr dues before they are due.

ae-pEYC Shes When. they- sy aiie.

linton County
Historical Soriely

B 0. Box 174

St Fob, SHichigen 48675

Some ‘pay them when they are past dus,
-
Eome pnever do.
How 2o you 4ot
L R R R
Schoole Contimed

The district slso owns an Encyclopedls of Eistory

The sohoosl i well pupplied »3i+H avsaratus, and 4
general give svidence of & commendeble interest
on the part of patrons. In this ddatrict diw

gitupted the Iarpge farm of Hopn.F. W. Bedfern vho,
g2 pheirman of the Commities on Edvcetion din the

Legiglature of 1803 and 1605, wes go instrimente’
in bringing about the pessage of Isws yeparding
NECEEEATY EppETdaper , cumpulasry sdusatison and

the higher qualifdecations of tenchers. It ie nod
such to say that he has acecomplished mars than
Eny othar lagislator of vacent +imes Torathe

Eenersl advancsment of saducatlon.

R T T T
Fleaze-send any materisl for your newsletters Lo
Catherine Heed, SH81 W. State F4., lLensing, Mich.

LEOOE. Thanks agein for your help!
e ————
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CHRISTMAS ARCUND THE WORLD

by Momica Perez

Whether your atcestors landed gt Plymouth Rock or H11is Tsland, chances sre the
tradizione of snother cultude eall teo you-— eBpecinlly during the holiday sesnon.
The beat way to axperisnce the Christmas of another eountry Is to vieit it. Your
memories of esting iced plum pudding st & beath in Austrelfs or of feasting, dancing,
ani games At an English coumtry dnn will last s 1ifetine.

The next best way 1o tring the homeland home for the holidays iz to decorate with
tradition din mind,

Check your bookstore and local livrary for deseripticons of Christmas customz,. = Other
souress of Insplration include import shops, entique stores and Christmas specimlty
shope.  Expsrience the Yest of New World Christmas trediticns—both past and prosent—
at ‘gpecial city and community celebratione throughout Americs.

Be gure to share with your children how thelr Ereat-grandparsnts might hnvt ctlnbra:ed
the holideys.. They w11l enjoy i=ppining vhat it was like to live in the "old country”
artd they 9113 realige thet Christmaz has mesning bevond thelr own community.

In Trelepd 8 bie, thick candle s placed on the siil of the mopt conspiguous window
of the house. The youngest child usually lighte 4t, and i1 otands ao o bedcon of welcome
£ BNy travelsre urn, 1ike Josepn mnd Mary, may be in peed of shelfer.

I Scotland, the *irht perzon to enter & houes on New Year's Day brings edther gocd or
bod Juck: A1l women are presumed to bring bad luck (this traditien fs not for
feminists,)] as mare fist footed and pecple or pecple who squint. The best "fivst fosse”
is 0 kapdsome-dark-helred stranger who ourely bringse good Iuck.

In Germany, where Chrigtmas trees and the melodin "0, Tammenbaun” originated, Christmas
prenente are suprosed to be frem the Chries Child him:el ushelly dresced in lemg,
white robes with golden wings.

In Mustrie, veople throw malien leand dnto:the =spov on New Yesr's Fup, the future c=p
supposely be foretold dn the shepes the lead assumes,

In Ttaly,Christoas inéludes the Feest of St, Wicholes on Dee. &th snd culminates dn
Twelfth Wight, the Feast of the Fpiphany., Families set un presepic or manger, =ome
are innreﬂiblﬁ'elﬁbaratﬁ snd have hundreds of figures. All the churches displa¥ them
ae wall Bnd ie with ehch other For the' grandest. "
France, slgo-ds noted for its beactiful creches filled with exquisite Tigurines

that teil the Christmas gtory. French children put out their shoes to be filled with
gocdies By Father Christmas; In Alssce, thers f5. goome, In BEritisny, Buskwhest
pancAkses &rd-spur cream, AN Paris, oyEters are popular.

In the SBcandinevien countries, there {8 the ssaying, "Christeas lests s month." Here
Christmas begins on. St. Lacie's Gsy, when the youngest dsughter, dressed a3 Lucle, the
patron saint of the Blind, opens her parents bedroom door ‘st dawn wearing 1o her heir
& wreath with Burning candlez,. She hringe them breskfast in bed, 4 Varm - s3soriment
of special 5%, Lucim's bung and cakes.

In Sweden, the main fumily menl begine with o smevgasberd | followed by sun-dried cod In
cream ssuces’ Then thera is ham, end finsily s rice puddinginside of which ie hidden
8 whole nimond., Hha:ver BEtE th: ulmﬂﬂﬂ.will hg-m:rriuﬂ hafnrt the =nd Lo the yenr.

n-Mexico, famildes travel to esch other's homes. They are welcomed by prayers-and then
l ‘party u&th & pinata Tor blindfalded children to bredk.




WEWS FROM THE ARCHIVES

Your Archives is in grest need of some heavy-duty- steel shelving.
Just a few sections would fit the bill. Maybe somesne would like to play
Kriss Kringle?

Reminder- the Archives current hours are Monday and Tuesdsy from
9:00 em to 5:00 p.m. We are still interested in expanding those limited
hours to include more day or evening operating time. If you are interested
in committing yourself to one day, morning, sfterncon or evening a week,
please call Ken Coin (669-9448B) or just stop by at the Archives and see
what its all about,

In just one all too short month, Clinton county will begin celebrating
its sesquitennial (130 years as an independent county). Were your ancestors
here in 1B397 1f you know so or you think so, get out your genealogy tracing
pencila. Our society will soon be announcing its 1989 CLINTON COUNTY PIONEER
CERTIFICATE project. If yvou missed the boat for a Michigan Sesquicentennial
Cervificate, this will be an even better substitute, But pet n jump on things
and start your research now. And what better wav to pet started than by
ordering the Archives new publication: 1B40 Federal Census, Clinten Co., Mi.
A bulk mailing of information packets is due to go out in late December to
a1l society members. If you known of someone else who might Iike to receive
& packet please send their names & addresses to the Archives &.5.4.F,

840 CENSUS -AYATLABLE

AT LONG LAST, an 1840 census of Clinton County thst iz both readable
and accurate.

If you have ever tried using the microfilmed federsl census of Clinton
county for 1840, or tried using the index to Michigan for that year, vou
know what a mess it is; omissions and more misspelled nases than you can
shake your family tree at (let slone just a stick!}.

Well, the CLINTON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY- ARCHIVES i5 more than
pleased to offer vou & new publication in the form of & small (18 pages)
booklet: @ transcript of the 1840 federal census of Clinton county,

Long-time Society researchers, Janet Snvder and Ken Codin have SpEnL
many hours of HARD LABOR on this project and we now offer it to you for
the mere pittance of §5.00. All proceeds from this publication go back
towards the operating costs of the archives so you had better buy one even
if you don't need 4t. It has & very handscme cover (if we do ssy so our-
selves), its completely alphabetized, and Janet & Ken will never speak to
you egain if you don't buy one.

i

185, 1 give up! I have clipped the coupon and enclosed a check of § ;
for copy(ies), made pavable to: CLINTON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETT-ARCHIVES
gnd 1 know that I should also mail it vo: P.O. Box BO

_ DeWitt, Mich. 4BB820
and 1 know that Janet & Ken will still speak to me and say "Thank you" when
next we meet, -

{namo ) {dtreet address)

ﬁﬂﬂﬁ + state,zip)




