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SAMUEL ¥W. DEXTER

The following story on Sameel W. Dexter
was Cirst presented to the Clinton Co.

ilistorical Soclety by Troy Irrer in
February of 1G87.

Samuel M. Dexter was born‘in Smith-
field, Rhode Island, on December 15,
1787. He was one of thifteen children.
Hig father, also nmmed SAmuel, and his
mother, whopo maiden npame was Candace
Winsor, weére also born in Smithfield
in 1757 and 1758, respectively.

Semuel W. Dexter; as well as his father,
was inveolved in public affalra. Both
served in varicus offices. SAmusl W.
Dexter did a lot of land speculating

in Michigan befiére he declded to try

to start colonlea here. He was a man
with a great deal of money who was

congbantly buying and selling land in
Miehigan.

Samuel Dexter (Tather) was involved in
palitica. He served briefly under two
United States' Presidents, John Adams
and Thesas Jefferson. Upder John Adams
Dextor served ms the Beoretary of War
in 1800 mnd in 1801, he served aa tha
degretary of the Treasury. When
Thomas Jefferson was elected, he chose
to keep Dexter as Becretary of the
Treasary. Although, later in 1801,
Dexter woe replaced as the Secretary
of the Troasury. Thus Bamuesl Dexter
wns the third Secretary of the

Treasury and the fourth Secretary of
War in the history of the United
States.

After Samael W. Dexter was born,
the Tamily moved to Herkimer County
in Hew York. There, the Tamily
lived in & huge home they had

built whieh alss merved ng sy inn

for mail ecarrlers,

damuel W, Dexter marrled Anna Fargo,
althoueh the place and the date of the
marriage could not be found., Gamuel was
A busy man who was a member of the Hew
York State Legislature and he also had

(and completed) & contract to construct the
Erie Canal,

In 1824, Samuel came %o Detrolt and with
thirtyone others bought 6,320 acrea near
the village of Tecumaeh in Lenawee County.

One August 22, 1824, Simuel purchased

& large plece of lend in Washtenaw County.
The township and the village were then
named after him. BSamuel spent the winter
of 1824 in Hew York. After returning to
Michigan in 1825 he discovered that
Washtenaw County was totally organized.
Governor Lewvlis Casgs had appolnted the county
afficera and Simuel was made Chief Justlies
of the County Court. By 1827, Judge Dexter
was living in the town of Dexter and held
his Tirat court in Camp's atore.

In the rall of 1832, Judge Dexter traveled,
north to an uasettled area called the Valley
of the Grand. Dexter spent & lot of time
checking the land, which proved to be the
future sites of Ionia and Grand RBaplds.
Judge Dexter returned to NHew York and chose
sixty=three men, women and children (ten
familien) to travel throuch the unsettled
Michigan and start colonies,

On April 22, 1833, Judge Dexter, his family

and the rest of the group started for

Michigan., They traveled on the Erie Canal

to Buffalo. The canal bont was & peculiar

gight . Wogons had been dicassembled sand

pocured on by ropes snd everything

imaginable had been piled on the deck because

there was no place in Michigan to purchase

such items, ’ .
(7o e Comtinued)




Upateaming Mewtings

Muy 2 ‘'The fenculoglsts of Clinton
County will Meet May 2 &t the Capitol
Federal Suvings Bank st T:30 pm. The
propgeam will be on War Veterans.

Muy 19 The regular meeting of the
Clinton County Historicul Bociety will
concentrate on Memories of The Marsh.

EREEEEREENAA AR

LINTON COUNTY was scrcled comparatively
late, the hostile attitude of fur traders and the
high prices Axed by speculators serving to deter

actual settlers from locating here. The eardy specu-
e lators and settlers were largely from New York, and
1R39-1080 the county was named for De Witt Clintan, father of
the Ene Capal. In 1836, & group of towns was platted
by New York pramoters, but none materialized and
the sites were all later sold by the State for unpaid
taxes, The Rochester Colony was located the same
year by agents who hopelully visioned a canal can-
necting the Maple and Shiawassee nivers, which
would save “something like 1000 miles of witer
carriage around the lakes.” This saving, of course,
was never effected. Ulinton s chiely devored to
general farming and livestock raising: corn, oats,
wheat, and beans are leading crops. Saint Johns is
the county seat and the principal town, the seat of
iron castings, apple products, and farm implement
"Condensed Hiastorieal Sketehes for

estaldshments. It w also the center of Michigan's
each of Michigan's Counties. |u.-p|1-:rm'mt-gmwiﬂ industry.

Clinton County's "Sesquicentennial"
Oreganized Mareh 12, 1830

In honor of this event, The Palne-
Gillam=Scott MUSEUM of the Clintan
Cogmty Historical Scclety has

roproduced the County's flag fn &

3' % §' aize. For sale, $L0.00. .

The following is a history amd a
reprint of & page Crom the booklet

+

MISEUM OPEN
Paine-Gillam-Scott, Weéest slde of Courthouge Square. Open H'I;I-.i_'lﬂEEd_B.}'sll 2 to
‘B pm and Sundays, 1 to 5 pm. This is a 1860 House Museum with Clinton
County History, Special exhiblits, Memorablilia of County Nermal Sehool in 014

Central, the school that trained Teachers, 100L=193%8 throuph H6S157B8. S0th
anniversary of the last gradusating cless,

"Magiec Hoxes = Moments of Memory" -— 100 years of the simple hox comersa,
For information call 224=PBol ar TLOZ.
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