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BAMUEL W, DEXTER

Comtinuation af Troy Irrer's story.

When the Dexter group got to Buffalol nll

their belanpgs ware moved onto o stenmer
which wag headed for Detroit. Upen

Eroup of people who went Turther than DeWitt to
start a-colony.

The Toxter group went in s Horthwesterly dirvestion
and had travelsd sboiut s guarter of B mille, when

arriving dt Detroit. Judgs Dettor purchased 1ittle Rilay Dexter pasaed away. Crom his

oxen, coway and a5 mich codked provisions

s he sould.

On, the firat day, the Doxter Eroup sy
Lraveled peven infles up o Uhe Oreand

Eiver Trall becanse ot the mud caused by
The rain-softened trails,
the marshes, and the small stresns orented

eariier raing.

many problemo for Dexter and the oxen
PUllime. the wigan,

o camp out ‘on the Crand Biver Teail.

At Ghimvmesee town, Dexter hired Ben fn=in

0. WilTlame to guide them. Me. Williame
stapped Tarming, pot some bluankets and

i oamall tent nod was prepared to leave,
Three children came doim with scarlet

Fever, & =200 of Edvard Cufild spd o gon and
It aY¥=o heghn o

dagghter of Judge Dexter. {
radn very hard Bo the group enmpad fn
Ghlowmmeien oW

In the morningthe grouap was prepared to
travel where no wages hsd erossed, thun
much of the trail had to be cut. The
group continued down the seldom uped
Grand River Teail and passed through
indiun tokno guch asx Byron, Burns,
Fremont ‘and Latngsturg. They then
untered (Clintem County through DeWite.
mnother Tndinn tewn.

Mr. Williams hed never heen any Carther
than DeWitt, so he and Judge Dexter
hired Mackatspensce (mizo known as
pluckbivd) son of Hishkswko, chief of
nll the: Onglnows, to gulde them Lo
Magkrnt Crosk., Thin uns the £1ret

The groap stayed ope
might at Pontine but from then on they hod

scarlet fever. Tt was about Tour o'clock {n the
nfternoon in May of 1833, Judge Dexter ztoppad
the group and preparations for Blley's burinl
BiespErLe

Ameuber of the porty gave Judge Dexter B trunk
to be used ng a coffin, when asked about the day
Bt f daler date Mr. Williome recalled:

At that BOAAL S HMuskoat Creeky o 2on ol Mr. amd
Hra. Doxter. i ohlld shout two years, died of
oonlol Pever. Weburied the ohild by torch And
aefndle light in o box Improvined by the party.
Never will T forget that scene. The whole family
faind most 1f not all the others; In tears; the
gray haired alre, after inviting the heads of
otlier familien bo lead the exercises of the
mournful oceation, with tenrs streamine down his
eheeks, read A burisl service, amid the sobe that
nesrly drowned his-voles in the desp, dark,
ploomy forest, the gloemlest spot of the whole
Pt

Tiope weps placed over Ehe grave nite to protect
it from the rumerounzs wolves 1n the aren. In a
large elm tree néxt to the site, the name Riley
Dexter, his age and dute of death were carved.

Sti11 fM1led  with morrow, Mr. Wiiliama and the
Pexter. proup coptinued throsgh the rest of Bengal
tovnahip, scrcss Dalines Township and intoc Tenin
County, atopping in the Tndian town of Tonia:

Judge Dexter then bought the land From the
Indlana aml started the first perpament, white
tolony dn Jonin, Some people ptayed with Judge
Dexter in Ionia while athers vent on to Grand
Rapids.. Judge Dextor died in Tonia in Aagust
of 1856, e vEn 60 years ald.




June 6:  The Genenlopists will hold their
meating -at the Capital Savines and  Bank
.:i'lli.l.'l.l.'lll-" at T3 ™m. Arlenes Lounds will

H{acues Farily Newsletters.,

Take note thit Lhe Historipal Soeiety
mesting will be the fourth Thursday in
June, John Lattimore, hesd of the Urology
Department ot Columbin Univeraity will
telldl aff hing éexpeplsnpeoes ol the

:'E.H".'!III.!J!'.I‘ Erinln. Thig will alan
bo ut the Capitol Savinge ond Bank

Bullding o 30 pm, June 23,

HEE RSN

Michipan pusrles are =5t111 availables
ab- the Mugeum. These have lots of
Hiehipan trivia ito learn and are

sl Tor 700

-

W arag all poddensd I:_"' tho dontii of

lon - Temple who passed sy this week.
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@linton Couiy
Fiatorical Soriety
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Baint Johns, Michigmn 10879
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ARCHIVES MOVED
e Arehives" in the PeWitt Chirter Townshilp hall
hinve been movell $0 the Horth side of the buil L
e Horth hallwey 0 bto be opened inthe
evenings 80 when ve petadditionn] help. we may
be able to''have some evening Hours open.
CLD POSTCARDS FOR SALE
Uiar Archives hes recently been given over two
s Ay rlr'.!..;'.lul; 5'-j clhure [.-._::::,4'::.'-"4:1 o™ O3 Inton Lounty
dcenes o be mold in ofder to sarn some peeded
revanue. far bagle operotlon: SLpEnses The
eRrds 1nelude sofned Tivm 56, .T'-h_na.l "r'.'n;.l]_q_ar.l
Westphalia, Burekn, Duplain, Ovid, Maple Rapids
and Hath. Prleoes range: from one o ten dollars
e card and they may be viewved wnd purehagad
2t the Archivep. ™
HOATHE
Ihe Aerehives are opan Monday, Tuesday snd
Wednesdny each wesk from elicht til1l three.
We are golne to hove 6 job teaining geiel faor
typing agaln this summer, thanks to the
Intermediate School Bistrict who places the
soung pecple dn smriogs positions.
——
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