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TH THE MARSH
Dedicated to Adele Jonez' Mareh.

I'a Iike to introduce you to one of my
best friends: a small marsh.. To most

people, & marsh meema like a nasty place

ta wisglt. "Even with all the wild 1ife

there, people sometimes only notice the

hordes of mosquitoesa, horsseftiss, and
gdeerflies: But to mey this place is
close to paradiae.

As you carefully wade into the marsh,
the first thing you notice is the
Aragonflies, They are everywhere,
waming in And out of “sight, chasing
wrey or mates, and escaping from foes.
Dragenflies have a tertvitory, their
1ittle eorpner of the marsh, which they
defend from other dragonflies. By
protecting their territory, they are
sure of having enough food for
themmelvea and for their offspring.

Look' elasely at the cattalle and you
will see some "naiads" Waimd is the
peme we plve to o syound dragenflies.

A neisd can gpend un to two years In
the water, crawling arcund, esting
inzects until 1t Is old encugh to
turn Into an adult.

Listen:” wrong, ¥rong. Wrong. A
bullfreg is contesting. Ite powerful
cell betvays ite location neer the
gdge:-of the wabter= . Its fest touch
the bottom so 1t can leap to safety
should it be endangered. Wrong,
YTOng wrong, the sound Is s0 Toud

thet wou Teel the vibrations throngh
o body .

Are you etill with me? HNow werenter
the eattails. They are much taller
then we are growing up to nine feet.

You may see A -deerfly lay -1ts eggs on some cat
tall leaves. The deerlly lays them Iike Tittle
bricke, one on top of the ofher. At first they
ere creamy white, but soon they turn biick and
hard ‘but not hard eneugh to protect them from

& -1adybug vho will eet many of thes.

The last thing many people sxpect in'n mersh are
spiders but many do live here; sapecinlly the
tiny jumplng apifer, namsd becagse It doen't
gpin e weby 1t Just Jumps om its prey. The agix
gpotted fishipg splder tuns on top of the wvater
and plunges to catch tadpoles and small fishes.

Whnopeg - aomething tlekle vour toeal? Tta probably
grme catfigh, Later an the bBluse herons will Teed
on the catfigh, The kingfisher bird hops from =
braneh o branch, atares at the water, then
splashes down headfirst and comes up with a Tish in
ite beak.

Look now between the cattalls, & turtle is coming
this way,. The day g0es cm. Tou com hear the
"BRREAK PREAK, BRERAK OF -a small hen Iike bird
hidipg in its nest. Ducks T1ly overhead and il you
nre lucky, Vvou may ses n mother duck and her

dozen ducklings. You mes s sonil vho slowly pops
pn eye ot koogee IT its safe. And there is the
vhiriglg beetle who goes round and Tound on the
wakar, N

fnd the: fragile - dasiselflies mating and laying eges
in the cattails. And the harmlezs redbellied
gnoke dwimming with its head held high.

¥hen somebody tells you that mershes are worthless
you can smile.. You know better:
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A NOTE FROM THE ARCHIVES
fefore hrineging newspapers ihto the Archives,

please ack to see If they are needed. This will
prevent our getting a Aot of duplicates.
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MEETTIHRG  DATES HELFERS NEEDED
JULY 21, 1988: The Clinton County The mugeum will need workers for the St.
Historical Soclety will hold its Johna Mint Festival . Anyone who can help
annual plenie on Thursdey st 6:30pm. contact HKatherine Runbsugh.
This will be at the Fowler
Conservation Park loested on Wright bababebbab b S b L
Hoad , south of Fowler. Dr.Jchn
Lattimore will be the speaker, showing Its ensy to say let Oporge do it, but don't
alides of' hiz experiences at the et Ceorge have all the fun. Erea Bombeck
Aeurenburg trisls. FPlease bring your own anid 1t best when she told of a complete
table service and a dish to pass. standstlll of all activitiss the day
there were no volunteers.
AUGUST 1, 1988: The Clinton County -
Genoalogists will meet at the home HREENEEREEREERERE
of. Arlens-Lounds, 1887 Yallop Ra, Mondey, October 12, 1B63
St. Johns, Michigan. Bring o dish
to pudn and your tuble service. The Board of Supervisors of the County of
Clinton assembled at Clinton Hall, village of
ottt LU 8T. Johna, meeting called to order by Porter
Apologies To Those Who Came K. Peryin, Deputy County Clerk. Mombers

to hear Dr. Lattimore on the fourth responding to call were Thomas Woodman, Bath,
Thursday of June.. WE found out that Tenno SwAthout, Vietor, Wm. Bennett, Owid,
ur. Lnttimere couldn't come, 50 ' John Sickles, Duplain, Fred'k Reed, DeWitt,
changed the meeting night back to the Sidney Alexander, Olive, Hepry Perrin, Bingham,
third Thursday. ‘The progras was on Miron Ellls, Greenbush, Gec. Jarvis, Watertown,
Eurly Toys. The change was announced Lyman Hungerford, Riley, Leonard Travis, Bengal,
in the 5t. Johns papers. Rowland Van Scoy, Fasex, and Carles

Derbyshire, Enple.
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