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"OEFRMAN SYPHER'
Hew York to Michigan by eoversd Wagon

In 1872 German Sypler and his wife Mary
Elizobeth, headed Tor Bath, Michigan in a
covered wagon drovn by oxen. German had
been & prospercus Tarmer in Dutchess Co.
near Poughkeepie, New York and had

mmassed n gmall smount of wealth consisting
af twe tesm of exen, two horses and his
covered wagon full of worldly possessions.
Things that wweuld not fit on the vagon were
sold at B garage sales to glve thes
traveling meney.

They knew that the hardships would be many
but there wvas always semething unexpected
happening. Cerman was o man that tended
to overy small detail but before leaving

he forgot to inspect the brakes on the
wagon. Upon reaching the Catakill
Mountaino he discovered the brakes wouldn't
hold guing down the far aide. He did Tind
a Midans shop but at that time they only did

puffiers and had net yet begun to do brakes,

But with the help of the Midas-man he did
find a brake shop and the problem wvas
correctead.

Their fext problem came {n the form of
misaing a turn. If they had turnsd unto
the expresgwny thelr vayage would have

been shortened many miles Wy tunnels through

the mountains., As it was they added two
days to their trip Just going up and down.

Az the Syphers travelad through one amall
hamlet after another the towmepecple

would come to the adge af the street to
wateh their Idittle pariade pass by. The
uhloskers would laugh and seturn to thelr
hames with smiles on thely fases, T think
that it may have been the boanner on the
aide of the wagon that read "Bath or bust. "

Agnin trouble kit as they reached the

Toothills of the Allegany mountains. One

of the vheels on the wagon broke and in this
wild country it took Triple A thies days bo get
there with help. Gersan vowed that when he
reached Clinton County that he would swlteh to
State Firm insurance,

By the time they reached Ohis they vers
dissppainted by not finding a MeDinnlde.  The
golden arehas had aot yet come to this part of
the country. When they reached the shorss of
Take Erie the beaaty vas almust overcaming. To
their dismay the Tilm for the Kodak Browmie was
uzead up and not ene of the stores or souvenir
ghopa in the area had film of the right size,

Another three day delay occurred in Cleveland.

As you know no one likes to be stranded in
Cleveland. The oity hed just Iinstalled traflic
lights at the main intersections and they were
not et working properly. German stopped Por one
of the red ¥ghts and it stuck. He had to camp
for three days beflore the eity euuld get the
1ight to turn green and allow him to pass.

After traveling thée Ohlo Turnplke for many miles
the Byphers were very distrought over the
conditions. The rest mreas were not very well
14t , the restroums were dirty, and there was

never any tollet paper. The motel nccomodations
were less than mldequate and fllled with male
gkinners traveling the road with large teams of
Jackasses,

Upon arriving in Michigan, Cerman and Mary
Elizabeth were go happy to see the sign with the
Rebin and the "Welcome to Michigad . They knew
their journey was nearing it's end, At that time
the travel inforsation center was ataffed by an
Indian vho could not spesk English ao it was
imposslible to get any good Information.

Their final long delsy was near Ann Arbor. It
geems that there was a Michipan-Michipgan Btate
game that day, and you know what that does to
fraffic, In the eunfusisn and exsitement af the




MEETINGS

The regulnr meeting of the Clinton
County Hlstorical Socisty will ba
June 8, 1589, in the Capltol Federal
Shvinge and Bank building. The
meeting i= planned one week early to
gaccomodate Or. Lattimore who will
gpeak on the Green Mountain Bova.
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Sypher Trip Continued

day, one of the oxen appears to have
gotten riled up and went into heat. As
BVErYONne EncwWs you can't travel with an
coxen in heat.

When they finally hit the old Grand Fiver
Trail (then the maln road between Detroit

and Grand Bapids) the Syphers realized
their voyage wan nearing it's end,

Moking a lef't turn onte the highway, their

celehration began. Tt Imsted mll the
way te Laingsburg before their

realizaticn that this was it. The vhole
Journey and this wes what they had spent
weeks on the road for: Laingsburg. Mo,
they had another ten miles to go to their
promised land. They did stop at Brown's

linton @ounty

Bistorical Soriety

@ Box 174

Huint Johns, Michigan 48873

Tavern for a hanburgsr and o beer befores those
ten milen,

ATter sattling in the homestead site Just north
of the Looking Glaas Hiver, they hended for
Bath, They had heard so much about the gquaint
little town, that was such & buzzing center
of activities for ssuthern Clintem County,

that thelr whole bodies were tingling in
anticipation. What great disappolotment they
fewnd 1o learming there was no bridge acroas
the Looking Glass Hiver. Chief OUkemos and

8 small band of Indians were camped along the
river bank. They asked German, "Where are vou
golng?” To which he replied, "To Bath."

The chisf and all the indisns begon laughing
and laughing, holding their sides and lsughing
gome more. German said, "What's smo funny?”
Te which the Chief replied, "You can't get
there from here.”

Thus enda the Sagn of Cerman and Hary Elizabeth's
travel from Dutchess County, NHew York nlmost to
Bath, Michigen. T know that sost of these
detalls are true becauns German Sypher was oy
Oreat Oreat Orandfather. (P.8. Some lines

were added in the Interest of showmanship. )
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