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Society to mark historic Steel Hotel site

The dedicatlion ceremony placing a Tri-
County Historlcal Marker on the slte of the
Steel Hotel will be the highlight of the
March 15 meeting of the Clinton County His-
torical Soclety. The dediecation will take
place at 7 p.a, in the new ultra-modern
Capitol Savings and Loan Assoclation build-
ing recently completed on the Clinton Avenue
slte once occupled by the grand Steel Hotel,

Historle Sltes chalrperson, Shirley
Earbar sald the marker willl Be pleced in the
lobby of the new bullding along with a ple-
ture of the Steel Hotel, taken sometime
argund the turn of the contury.

. The dedlecatlon servies le under the
direction of Willlam Patton, assistant vice-
President of the banking assoclation; Hila
Bross, vice-presldent of the Historlecal
Socliety and Mrs. Karber. The Capltol Sav-
ings and Loan is sponsoring the marker and
dedication ceramony.

Musle will e provided by Gall Foerch

and Mr, and Mrs, John Caudy will searve as
hosts, The Caudys, members of the soclety,
once ran the food oporation at the hotel,

Specisl guests will include Robert
Waldron, great-grandson of RHobert M, Steel,
the origlnal owner of the famous hotel. Mr.
Waldron wes former Republican specker of the
House of the Michligan Leglslature,

Alzo among the guests will be former
owners and employees of the hotel., Artifact:
from the Steel will B on display.

The grand and palatial Stesl Hotel
opened in March, 1888. The %0 guest rooms,
ballroom,; sample rooms, billiard room; baths
and tarber shop were built and furnished for
$65,000, Every luxury of the day was in-
cluded. It became known across Michlgan.

The regular March meeting will be held
after the ceremony in the new Community Hoom
of the Capitol Savings and Loan. Geneva K.
Wiskemann of the Clinton County Historic
Commission Will be guest speaker,

Betty Moore assigns new editor

With thls issue, Betty Moore retires
from her duties as editor. BShe will continue

a5 Publications Chairperson but Sharon Randall

has offered to help edit the newsletter.

Botty established the newaletter when the
soclety was founded five years ago and it will

keap hér format "The Clinton Indepondent™.

Others who help get this publication to
u oach moenth ares

Foma Hamezr, chaliman
Franels Conn

Francls Luther

Elizabeth Millman

Donna Carter and

Elsie Bottum, all of the envelope
committea.

When you have Informatlion you wlsh to
share you may aend it tog

Betty Hoore or Sharon Randall
105 8. Swegles 5774 B, Centerline R
§t. Johna, Mi. LBE7S gt. Johns, Mi, L8879
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MARCH BUSINESS

Two ltems are on the agenda for
the March meeting of the scclety, March 15
at 8§ p.m. following the Steel Hotel Historle
glte dedicatlon at 7 p.m, at the new
Capitol Savings and Loan Association on
Clinton Avenus, St, Johns.

A slate of officara haa been presented
by the nominating committos and will be
volted upon.

The nompinations are;

Hila Bross, presflent

Cerl Workman, vige-preslident
Ora Flah, segrctary

Mildred Brown; tredsurer

Fag Lenon, corresponding secretary

Alta Reed and
Ken Coln, dlregtors

Jean Teaple and Doris and Aldon
Livingaton dred up the nominaticons.

Also undoer econsideration ara the

following amendnents to the Bylaws of the
sociaty.

Amend Article III by striking out the
word "Harch™ and insertling the word "Hay".

Amend Artlcle ¥, section 1 by strik-
ing out the word "annual® and inserting
the word "Harch®.

Amend Article V, seclt 'n 5 by strik-
ing out the words "t whlch they are
glocted ™,

Amend Article V further by addltlon of
o Section & as followss

"In the interval betwesn thelr elaction
in March and thelr installatlon in May,
newly-elected officers and directors shall
be known as efficers-elect arnd directors-
@lect, During this perled they shall
attund Board moeetings, and may make plans
and arrangements for the work of the
Soclety during the upcomlng year, which
ahall begln June 1%,

HOME TOUR

Mre. Thomas Teare has boen named
chairperson of the 1979 Héma Tour.

The tour 1s slated for Fept. 15,
Mra. Teare is assembling her committees,
It takes hundredsa of people to plan and

opoiate the tour now known statewlde.

GENEALCGY COMMITTEE MEETS AFHIL 2

The Censalogy Branch of the Clinton
County Hl=torical Soclety wlll meet at the
Bement Library, St. Johns at 7:30 p.m., Mor
April 2,

OLD RECORDS SHED LICHT

After searching for over five years fs

the birthyplace of grandfather, Alfred 5.
Cowlegs and finding the only information as
Hew York state; Wilma Sowle found & page I
gn old fumily Bibls in the handwriting of
her grandfather, It read:

Alfred 5, Cowles, borm July 17,1824,
Cagenovin, Madison County, H.Y.

Also listed was the entire family: wife,
children and all thelr dates and places.

FOUND -ABOUT ROUTES

A guery sent to a publicatlion by a
wonan in Tacoma, Wash. brought her an
anower from Florlda, It contalned data on
the woman's grandmother's famlly sho 1lwved
in Tennessee. She recognlized the family
that of ono boing scarched by someone he_s
in Clinton County and promptly forwarded 11

Informatlon travela; from Durand, Mis
to Tennsasee, Florida, Washington and back
te Clinton County, Mich,

QUERTES

Does anyone remomber: Eirdle Hath-
avay of 8t. Johns who merried a Mr, Stan-
hope and lived in Detreli? The last I hea:
of her was an 1tem: Emma E, Bishop died at
the homne of Birdie Hathaway Stanhope in
Detroit, Feb, 1927 at age 71.

Is ghe a relative of the Blshop and
Cowle families? Contact:; Mrs, Wilma Sowle
109 B ittany Drive, Klng Arthurs Court,
Lansi: ¢, Mlich, LBS06,

Doas anyone have information on the
pame LUTHT My grandmother "Hannah" was
born im Germany, marrled in Clintom Co. an
burled in St, Peter Lutheran Cemetery. Wh
gha came to the U.8, and where she llved
before she was married is atill a myst:
Contact: Mrs. Kay Meoore, 3623 W, Chadwles
DeWltt, Mich, LBB20



