Clinton Independent

VOL.111 No. 4

St. Johns, Michigan

April, 1979

April meeting scheduled for Bath

The Clinton County Historical Soclety
will meet April 19 at B p.m. at the Bath
Townahip Hall on the cormer of Webster and

Thls meeting falls on & very historie
date. 1In 1775 Eritish troops marching to
Concord confronted Minutemen in Lexington
and the American Revolution began.

At Lexington the British killed 8
Americans, wounded 10 and marched on to
Concord. There the Minutemen arrived
frem all over the countryside and drove
them back, They fired at the Eritish
from btehind fences and trees all along the

il to Boston., The Amerlcans lost almost
<0 men that first day but the British lost
three times as many,

Krs. June Burmmett, Bath Tosnship clerk
iz local chalrman for this meeting., The
Program will include several teams of
students from Michigan State University
reporting on a hlstorlc preservation study

Airport honors Parmalee

Of special interest to Soclety members
will be the dedieatlion of an officlal State
of Micnigan historical information site
marker which commemorates Fhilip 0. Farmeoleo,
Clinton County ploneer in aviation.

Sponsored by the Clinton County Historical
Commisaion, the unvelling will take place at
12 noon, May 19 at Capital City Reglonal Air-
port, Lansing.

The marker dedication is the first evant
in a two day Alr Days celebration sponsored by
*he alrport Authority.

The text commemorates Michigun's contri-
bution to the progress of aviatlon and Par-

melee's part durlng the early days of its
develomment .

they have recently completed. They have
examined the history of the Found School
House, the Palne-Gillam-Scott - 1860

House and the Manping Bross saltbox house,
These sites have been recommended for
approval to be placed on the State Keglate:
of Hletoric Sites,

Toe find Bath Towmship Hall take
Clark Hoad east off US-27 to Spagnuolo's
Farty SBtore and tum south. The hall is
lesa than a mile down Webster road on the
west gide of the road just past a cemetery.

Artrain coming
April 22-May 3

Artraln is ecoming again to Lansing,
this time with a completely new show of
Michlgan art, The train will be in downtos
Lansing, April 22 - May 3 at Riverfront
Park,

The show honors the State Capitol
centennial. Michlgan folk art, fine art a
demonstrations are all part of the showing,
The weekend will tring additional entertals
ment with outdoor music and an Artplace whe
local artists can show and sell,

Fifteen volunteer guides are needed f
each day and Mildred Brown ism gathoring
representatlives from the Historical Seelet
If you would like to be a tour guide conta
her at once, Orientation will be glven in
advance and no art knowledge is negessary.

Artrain will be open weekdays from
P am, - 2 pum, and 5 pom. - B pom.  Weckor
hours are noon until 8 p.m, Each guide will
peed to serve about two hours. MNrs. Brown'
mumber is 224-3737,
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Cemetery stones, surname index are Genealogy projec*

There has been some confusion with the
Soctety's Genealogy Branch und another group
in the atea becouse of a similarlty in
TLOLm S

The Genealogy Eranch of the Clinton
County Historical Soclety meeis the first
Monday of each month at the Bement Library
History loom, St, Johns at 7130 p.m. The
next meeting is May 7. Goldle Hoore (Mrs.
Hay) Lo chalrperson. The group is en-
gaged in recording cemetory stones 1n the
eptird eounty, compillng an extensiva aur-
name index Tile and ressarchling family
histoyrios,

he cemetery stones in townshlDs,
DeWitt, Olive, Riley and some in Duplain,
Bengal and Greembush have beon read and
copled. Volunteer transcribers are need-
od An the remaining townships.

In the '30's the Daughturs of 1812
complled the cemetery information in thls
eounty and & book 1s on file at the Bement
Library. The Genealogy Branch plans to
re=do and update this book to 1978,

Thin makee an interasting and re-
warding springtime project that cvean
older children can asalst with on B Waxm
aftermoon or weeckend day. If you are
interested in recording a cemotery near
your home contact Mra. Moore for detalls -

£59-9061 .

The Censalegy Branch is enlarging
its swrname index file, Coples of thesa
cards will go on file at the State of

The eard contains information {as
much as you know) on your oldest known
ancestor, Your name and address go on
the back szo others who are interested
in the same Tamily line can sontact you
with more information.

Fach Historleal Soclety perech
ghould £111 out one of these cards.

Queary ; Searching for relatives of Willlam
Eleinschmidt is Reuben Elrschele, 202 E.
Gibba, St. Johns, Mi, Kloinachmidt is
gupposed to have settled around the Delroii
area, The informatlon on hand glves his
parents as Minnle and Rudolph Kleinachmldt
{rom in or around Oshkosh, Wisc. in 1870.

Query 1 Does anyone have a pleture of the
Lutheran Church that was bullt on Wright
Road at the Lutheran Cemetery locatlon.

It was bullt about 1869, Contact: Mrs. R.J,
Moore, 3623 W. Chadwick Rd., DeWitt, Hl.

Sign Up for 1979

Membership feas are now due for 1979,
Stay a mesber and receive thls monthly news-
letter,

The Clinten County Hiotorleal Soclety
is charged with gatherlng and preserving
county history. Do your part and continw
your membership.

You may also help with a Friends of th
Museun donation, The Faine-Gillam-Scott 18:
Houge museun needs contributlons. Thiz is
one of our largest yrojects to date and ofo
that our county 1s golng to be proud of in
the near furture.

Hame

hAddress

City Eip

Fhone

Hombership in Clinton County Historical

Friende of the Museum
$5.00 0 $10.00 B

Hore B

Clip and send: Clinton Co. Historical Soe,
Box 174
g+, Johnas, Mi,, L8870
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Advisory museum board selected

An Advisory Board has been assembled
to contribute knowledge and wisdom to the
discus=ion and formulation of policies
contrulling the destiny of the Paine-
Gillam-5Scott 1860 House, our new county
museua whlch is to open for Michigan
Week, May 20.

Humbwrs of the advisory board are
Charles Celetta, Roberta MacArthur, Larry
McDiormlid, Betty Moore, Michmel Mushlon-
bock, Mary Huppuhn and Marvin Robertson.

They will act as a leglslative and
policy forming board, not an administra-
tive one, and will be a subsidiary of
the legally responsible board the Clinton
County Historical Sceciety.

So far 1,751 velunteer hours have
gone into the restoration of the house
museusn on the Courthouse Square, Maple
Street, 5t. Johna., It will be ready

* swublle viewlng the week of May 20 -
£, «hen speclsl events and activities

are planned for each day,
Directors John and Catherine Rumbaugh

gald bours for the new leocation will include
Friday eveénings and Wednesday afterncons as

wall as Sundays,

Aocording to Mrs. Rumbaugh there are
many moru hours of work before the May

opening date. Drop in workers are encouraged

to come any Monday or Wednesday. If you

have ambition and elbow grease to spare at

any other time call the directors to make
Brrangesents,

Furmlture donations are being sought
to furnish the home in the 1890 period,
If you have knowledge of any interesting
collectlons that might be borrowed for a
special exhibit at the museum contact

Mrs. Rumbaugh,

The 5t. Johns Jayocee Club has voluntesred 4

to paint the museum in June.
The museum nuaber is 2202890,

Rochester Colony part of fourth home tour

The 1979 Home Tour, Sept. 15 will
inelude sites in historic Rochester
Colony. Tour wisltors will see an
varly church and school more than 100
Years old. Two beautiful old homes

wlll also be shown. Don and Jeanne
Temple and Royal and Eathel Hlsley
will open theirs for the tour,

Other highlights thers will be &
country luncheon and a tallgate
market, One of the nicest community
Parks in the county is there and
tour goers might llke to pack a
plenic,

A State historleal marker glves
the Colony credit for being tha first
vitlement in Clinton County. Flonesrs
- Rocheater New York setiled the
area in 1836. First named Mapleton,

it was changed to Duplain because of a post
office conflict,

W. G. Russell and Joseph Sever came to Mich-
igan locking for land for members of the
Rochester Colony Asscciation. What they
found on the Maple REiver pleased them and
they wrote back; "the water privileges are

good and the land first best." They told of

timbered land covered with beech, maple,

hickory, oak, bass, butternut, and black-
walrut, "as handsome as you ever saw and

wall watered with springs.”

They warned howsver that “the country
around this place i1s new and if any family
should leave Rochester for this they had

better bring everything they want for family

T =

Joanng Temple is aosisting tour chairman,

... L1l . m
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Put your family in the 1980 History book

The staff of the Soclety's 1980 History of Clinton County book project is locking 1.

family historles, Put your family in the new history book, Fomms are avallable frem Bed
Moore or Jean Martin and loeal libraries,

Families should trace thelr ancestors back to the oldest known who came to Clinten i

However, new famllles are wanted too. The people who are settling in the county in rece
are just as important to tha 1980 hook.

Following are excerpts from a family history that has already been written for the :

book .

My name ia Kim Robert Altvater. I was born in St. Johns on Dec. 27, 19%, I
am gingle and 1ive with my parvnts on the family farm. I work at Lansing Fisher Bo
Plant. T attend St. Joseph Catholic Church. I have membership in the Clinton Count
Histortal Soclety, Sons of the Amerlcan Revolution and Denison Soclety.

Hobert Judd Altvater was bom in Ovid Township on Mar. 15, 1935. He married
Sharon Joan Jacobs on Mar. 3, 19%%. HMHom was born in Ovid, June 25, 1937. My brothe
Mark Douglas, was born Aug. 8, 1960.

Bismark Altvater was born Jan., 24, 1B99 in Fowler. He married Hazel Argensinge
who died In 1927, They ewned the farm and “saltbox house™ at French's Corners. Ora
ps sold the farm in 1928, He later bought a farm in Ovld Townshlp near his parents.

Grandpa married Dorls Doplson, Ovid Township, in 193, She was borm Mar, 301
at Grand Haven, Mich. They had three children, Robert Judd, and twins Joyce and
Jeanette (1043),

Both my prandparents died in St. Johns. OCrandpa died on Mar, 12, 1971 and Gran
Sept. 22, 1977, They are burled at Maple Crove Cemetery, Ovid,

Lewls Altvater was born, Oct, 12, 1861 in Hanover, Penn. He married Christina
Martin of Fowler, Sept, 26, 1893, She was born in Fowler, April 27, 1B870. They had
eix children: Horman (1B94), Willlam (1B896), Blemark (1899}, Fred (1904), Ted (1908)
and Louise (1910),

They bought = farm in Ovid Township in 1901, The farm s still fanlly ownad.
Lewls dled Sept, 5, 1947 and Christina, Feb, 25, 1948, They are buried in Qak Ridge
Cemetory,; Fowlar,

hugust Altvater was born in Hanover, Germany, Dec. 14, 1825, He married Lizzet
Krug. She was born in Germany durlng 1832. They came to America about 1858, Befor
coming to Michigan they lived in Washingion D.C. and Penneylvania, The family arriv
In Fowler prior to the 1870 census. Among thelr children were Lewls, Willlam, Gusta
Dora, Dena, Cecrge and Hemery.

August died in Fowler on Mar. 31, 1906, He ia burled in Oak Rldge Cemetery.

Eim also tells of & notableé anceator named Jabez Denisen, He waa born in 1810,
Hiz grandiather was a patriot of the Revoluticnary War. Jabkes marrisd Lousia Kenyon
1529, They had three children, Javed, Lovilla and Charlotte. The family moved to O
Townzhip in 1839,

Jabez shot 19 bears while living 14 Clinton County. He shot & in one day, Feb.
1845, He eerved with the 27th Mich. T lantry in the Civil War. He dled im 1870 »—
wasd buried in Blood Cemetery in Victor Towmship.

Kin also writes an anecdote about his grandmother, Doris Denison Altvater, in his fau

alstory. You can do this with your a.m.tlI. too, Take time to record your history now so 1
aembora in the future can read 1t in the 1980 book.




