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HISTORY I5 OUR BUSINESS
"ona of the finest historically restored
bulldings I've seen...."

That was the comment of Tom Jones, dir-
ector of the Historical Soclety of Michigen,
when he spoke &t our Decembor meeting at the
“aine-Gillamn-Scott FHuseum.

Garbed in Christmas-past trims the mu-
seum provided s restive atmospheore.

Jones said the state group was founded
by Lewis Cass in 1928,It's office is in alome
owned by the University of [Hichigan at Ann
Arbor. He said the group would 1like to take
reoponsibility for the house and added many
gmall grouns have,or are, turning houses into
RS aunhns «

"a who labor in the vinsyards of local
history are beleagured,” he sald,

An exception, he added, is the Alger
County “istorical Soclety &t Hunising with
over B850 members.

"They are evanzelists. They 7o right out
orito the streets and say ‘are you & member?'
end they collect dues right there on the side
walk," he sald.

{continued on next page)




Qur Business...History (continued)
By comparison,CCHS has about 200 members.

"Zstablish a goal right now - that next
year vou will hove one-tenth of the population
of 5t. Johns paying dues," he said,

{That would give us 600-plus members. If
we applied the 1/10th formula county-wide it
would be about 5,000 members. ‘mite a goal to
shoot for.)

"We {state group) make no bones about the
faot that everything we do is done to make
monay. We have Lo compete," he said.

Referring to CCHS projects, Jones urged
us to "get out, bLe evangelistis, spread the
word about what you have here. You've done
2ll this {(museum) since 1978, That is great.
But you must remember you are In the business
of history," he sald.

COHING UP

- JAaH, 21, 7:30 p.m. CCHS meeting st Capltal
Javings and Loan, ot. Johns, wilth
progzran by meneslopy committee

- *EB, 18, 7:30 p.m, CCHS meeting ot Capital
cavings and Loan, St. Johns, with
projram on Zacharieh Chandler

BUD QUIZ

HOW'S YOUR BUD I4? Dud-watching cen be an ine
tarfsging Jiziur pasttime with leaf and flow-
Qr buds swelling in antioclpation of spri
“an you identify She buds on these pagasE TEE'
answers =re on page 8,
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MUSEUH MNOTES PAGE 13

THANKS,,.to Leurita Allison who made 90 jumping-Santas
from a 1900 pattern. They sold quickly at ¢1.25....and
to Pasqua Warstler who sketched the liuseum and some of
the displays that show how we lived years ago. Those
were made into a "My Leng Ago Color Book" and alsosold
fast for 41 each. Both items made preat stocking stuflf
ars,

THANKS to Bob Walling who mede frames for the storm
windows for the front of the bullding..and to the esl
staff of the Clinton Cuunty News for the new rug they
donated for the front room.

COMING UF AT THE FAINZ . GILLAM - SCOIT MUSEUH,.......

JANUARY: A special eoxhibit "Estate Gifts of Fred and
Florence lUengler, former Ovid residents, which includes
china and other housewarss, starts in January.

TUWHSHIF ROOHM: Dallas Township exhibit opens in Jan,

rESHUARY: "Celebration of “sorge VWashington's 250th
Birthday" includes oprograms on Jedneedays sponsoredly
the River Wabwaysin Chapter of DAR,

LATER events will include & Yrash 'n lreasure Sale in
May during Magnolia Week. Members are asked to set out
things to donate lor that fund raiser.

HUUHS at the Paine-Gillam-Scott Museum on Maple Street
across [rom the courthouse in St.Johns are WEDNESDAYS
2-8 p.m. and Sundays, 2-5 p.m. OSpeocial tours are also
arranged. Call John & Kathryn Rumbaugh,co-directors.




GENEAOLOGISTS MOVE

Moving may be a chore but the
genesaloglsts had lots of help when
thay moved [rom theilr downtown St.
Johms office o the south wing of
the historic old Salt Box house on
U.5. 27 four miles north of the
city.

Hila Bross, owner, made a huge
room, well windowed with southern
axposurs, avallable, &and in one
afternoon the group moved, lock,
stock and flling cabinets.

The genealogists have an ar =
chives overflowing with research &
other materials.

Members have complled thous-
ands of names and indexed old re-
oords, microfilms and papers.f com-
pilation was made of all tombstones
in Clinton in 1939 and that was
borrowad and indexed as were sarly
marriages records from 1834-67. All
cansus datz from 1840-1900 has bean
indexed and also all records about
paople who served in the War of
1812 who later settled or died in
Clinton. ({(Clinton wasn't a county
in 1812 but some soldliers settled
haere later and the group has about
names in the index now.

Family Bibles have besn lndex-
ed (soms loanad and some raecelved
as gifts)as were the records of an
early Maple Bapids dentist.

"Har regords were vary oom-
plete. (continued on page 5)
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Genealogists Move (continued from page 4) PAGE 5

When patients died she stapled newspaper clippings of
thelir obltuary %o their cards so we have auite a big
index of names," Arlan CGantz, a penealopist, said.

Also indexed were old school records, telaphone
books, yearbooks, atlases, historles, scrapbooks and
churoch records.

The genealogists meet the first Honday of each
month at 7:30 p.m. at the archives. Anyone interested
is invited to attend. (Take U, S. 27 north to French
Hoad, turn into the scuthbound lane and go back south
gust 8 Tew hundred feat to the driveway of the Salt

ox house. Enter through the door facing the highway.}

Hours at the arohives are: TUESDAYS. noon to B8
p.m,; THURSDAYS, 3 - & p.m.; and SATURDAYS noon to &
PsMa

Janet Snyder, president of the Genealogy Commlt -
tee, Bald the group is still looki for materials to
index, elther as loaned items or gifts.

FRESIDENT'S [HMESSAGE

"1l and my family, wish to say to all -
"4 Happy New Yaar,'

If we are to increase our membership
as Tom Jones has challenged us, then
We need to work together helping wheras
we can, and working for membership."

s soF0ord Ceasar

HEWSLETTER

Membars who heve information they feel should be in-
eluded in the CCHS newsletter should send it to Betty
Jane Minsky, Rt. 3, St. Johns, H4B879 by the 25th of
the month for use in the next month's newsletter.



BOOK COMMITTEE GIVES $i4,500 PAGE 6

Hila Bross, chairperson of the 1980 Book Committee
came to the Decamber CCHS meeting bearing & gift .....
34,500 menerated from the sale of history books. She re
ported only nine books ars left to 3ell. The money wWill
be used to fund various CCHS projects.

I'TEMS FROM THE BUOK ABOUT CHRISTUAS AHD NEW YEARS PAST.

Dec. 25, 187%9...Merry Christmas Hr. Editor,to you
and all! Such is $the greeting which we ragelved a8 we
passed along the struets this :orning. Good sleighing &
a lively team made the bells jingle as we rode along
amid thu flying snowflakes.

1885...Christmas was a lively day in the whiskey
trade, quite & few drunks snd one fight.

1889, ..The old gnd young men alike are out today
with their best girls, trying the snow with shining
cutters, jingling bells and fast horses.

1891...Forty-one couples attended the Christmas
party at ths Steel (notel) last Friday, and 1t was one
of the most wvleasant and successful patherings of A4%s
kind ever held in St. Johns.

1892, ..For Christuas the lioks Store in 5%. Johns
suggests; handkerchlefs, muiflers, silk umbrellas,
cloaks, ary goods and blanketbs.

1500, . .Hurrah for 1900! All sorts of resclutions
ape usually sdopted Jan. 1 but if the people would make
an effort to pay up 1little accounts that have dragged
along for months or yesrs, it would do more Soward putt
ing the world in pood humor than anything else, ind it
would be a good way %to hegin the new century.

Wap;;g;-]’zw ‘LC’J.MN—



THAHE ¥OU, MR, AUD LiS. LE FAVE FAGE 7

"It's not often that you have a fundraiser tossed
w in your lap," ‘etty Hoore, vice-presldent of CCIS, sald
referring to an unexpected one-howme open house tlaine

and Robert Lefave held.

The couple &cquired the old "Heck" [armstead om
Wood ltoed neor King arthur's Mobila Home Park at DeWitt
three years ago. They have rostored the house and Tur-
nished it with antiques.

Elaine &5aid she felt zo good after getting thelr
old-time Christmas trims all up that she wanted others
to share it. She offered to open the house.

"rhepre 18 nothing prettier than an old farmhouse
gll decorated for the holidays," she said.

CCHS acgcepted her offer and Mildred Brown, treas-
urer, soid over 250 adults and many children visited.
Adults donated 1 sach so ¥250 was ralsed.

TETTEERSRIP U GIFT

Enclosed are ny member- PATHE.CTILLAH_SCOTT KIS EUM
ship dues for 1982
(Check appropriate line! I want to remembar the
. Huseum. Snclosed is my
4 single membaer Friends of tha Huseum

— i familﬁ donation.
+2 age 18 and under
5. 410
SeT Other
Kall to: Clinton County |Kail to: Clinton County
Historicael Scciety Historicel Soclety
Box 174 Rox 174
5t. Johns, Mi. 48879 St. Johns, Hi. 48879
Hamea: Hame:

Address;: Address;




HISTOHY ON THZ TULE,..Sgyptians and England PAGE B
will he festured in two Public UBroadcasting Service
(FBS) proprams as [ollows:

- S0Y¥FT: uest For Bternity, Feb. 3 at B p.n, ex-
plores one of the longest-losting civilizations, focus-
ing on life from the time of the pharohs to presentday
Wile villores. PIO publicity noted S ypt has EOT =
ments bullt to last through eternity but now they ore
threatened by rising wotcr, tourisa, vandelism & other
pressures of modern-day living.

- T THaHES, April 7 a«t B p.m, will foous on the
role the river played in ingland's history, including
old time events and sites.

BUD ANSWERS: Page 1, illow: Papge 2, alder; Pagze &,

Jasswood sand Pape 5, White aAsh. i 7
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