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FAYE HANSON DIES

Faye I, Hanson, £0, a Clinton Coun-
Historical Society charter mem-
ber, noted orea historlanh and Je-
tt 1ibrorian for 22 yeurs, dled
cuangaer Jan. 9.

ng entared a [ansing hespital Dee,
1, und on Deoc. 30 the concer ding-
nOo5ls olme as & surprise. She liomed
intely "orgonlzed everything" - put
ner house 1n order, so to spesk.

cnnt was her style!

I'rior o her death TChe De'dltt City
council made Paye an honorary resi=
dent of the cifty wnd the library
board renomed the library in her
hone.

e Was & member of the Clinton
iHlstorlical Zommlssion, worked on
Tettitt umdd county history books and
sblicptions ond was working on the
Hepitase Cohservatlon Survey wuntil
har 1llnese intervened.

Whattg IL 79299
This instrument
was uged in Enpg-
land to punicgh
some publiszhers

and writers, The
Purlitans brought
1t with them fto
Hew England and

used it to pun-
ish  drunkards,
secolds, bawds,&

thosa acouzsad of
minor of fenses,

Answer - Fage 3,

PRESIDENTIAL POTPOURRI

CCHS made history Jan, 21 when
a meeting set for Capltal Savings %
Loan, due to scheduling irregulnri-
ty, hed to move to Central Tntional
fanlk but trincs worked out mell.

' Yo en-
Joyed o flne nrecentation by Jln La
Lone of Lamiing on French Cenadian
genenlory and history, He told us
to "start rizht ot home wlth local
1ivraries” and rnrealsed the cinte
libeary for its colloatlaong.

Your
rresident attonded the Tunsral of
Faye Hapson who ues bupied ot “wnnd
sonville JTemolery Jun, 12, Vhe S0-
clety kns voted to put the ucual
amountt in thoe Momoriol Sedount Ain
her nome.

Tha Ceuognr'y onJoyed i Lrin
ta the Sulf of Hobile to vizlt a
gor ord his family uring the koll-
days.d8 vinited the Hermituge, home
of former Froeg, andrer Jaokion ot
Kushvilleg; the home nd estote ol
Jeffaerson Tuvis ot 21lexl and Lhe
Ogllingreth (nrdenc “iad nome nNear
Moblle,

Your nreslident nresented A&
glide lecture on Vermont o a Her=
lor eitizens proun at tbrond Letdife,
Jan. 14, emrhosizing thet stotels
history and beauty.

Chuck Coletta hns been apnoin
ted chodirman of our nomincting comm
ittea.

Thanks to dHetty Jone Elnaky
for a preat job with our nowsletters

earord Celsar




GENEALOGY GAZETTE

Mrs, Cyril E. Smith contributed the following paper to the Censalo-

gists of the Clinton County Historical Society. The paper was copi-
ed verbatim.

Story told by John Strause to Lydia Oyer back in the 1930's

Salomon Keck

solomon Keck whose mother was a sister to Manasseh & Moses Kuntz was
a4 fine young man who was an expert beatsman. The Keck's lived in a
leng cabin, on the (now) Krepps Place., His folks woere among the
pioneers of this community, and suffered the hardshipa and priva-
tions which most of the early settlers had to endure.

ditter peverty seemed to be their common lot. This being a thickly
forested section, they had plenty of wood to burn and wild game to
hunt for food. Young Solomon boated up and down the Maple River
fishing as well as getting other game. He had some sort of wire Line
fastencd to the back of his bodt; which fishermen used in those days.
One summer day the Keck family planned to go several miles to the
north, where blackberries were abundant. Solomon decided that he
would row up the river rather than drive over bumpy roads and meet
the family at the east bridge. They picked berries, then wont homo
as they came, Solomon boating his way back. Whan the wagon load of
folks returned to their humble log cabin they were not surprised

that he was not at home for, they thought that he probably went to
one of his uncles for the night. However the next day they discover-
2d that no one had seen him since they parted at the bridge the

evening before and searched the river. The empty boat was found,
but no Solomon.

Phe immediate conclusion of all was that the Indians had captured or
killed him. The whites gquestioned the Indians, but to no avail.
They pretended ignorance of the boy's whereabouts, but Einally the
lifeless body was found in the river, wrapped so intricately with
the wire line from his boat, that the men had difficulty in unwind-
ing it. The whole community was saddened and grief stricken, they
gathered at the little church for the funeral service,

His bosom pal, John Strauser, himself dug the grave, declaring that
it was tho hardest task he ever had to perform. Just one year later
John too met a tragic death and was buried beside his friend.

But why did the Indians kill Solomon Keck? They were very friendly
to the white people, if they were treated kindly. Their greatfulness
krnow no bounds when the "white brother® proved himself a friend,
especially in need. But they bitterly resented slights and insults.

Poor Solomon was not eruel to them, but often teased and perhaps
insulted them.

He could perfectly imitate their Indian yells and whoops and often
indulged in this spoct(?) while passing the miserable dwelling places

along the river, in the thick woods..no doubt they wera fooled many
times, thinking one of their own tribe was hailing them, or perhaps

they tock his jikes as taunts and meckery. Maybe they interpreted
his attitude as one expression of derision. At any rate, they dis-
liked him, hated him, and wreaked out theair vengeance upan him in o



GENEALOGY GAZETTE CONTD.

cruzl way. They no doubt feared the consequence of their deed, for
in a very few days after the murder, not an Indian was to be found
in these woods. Some of them were well known to the white people,
and were seen later up in Montcalm County. Probably they thought

that they removed far away where none of the white people would go
to hunt them up.

Anyone who wishes to have any of their family stories printed please

contact Janet Snyder, Acting Chairman P, 0. BOX 23, St Johns, MI.
Or 487-1033.

The Genealogists have compiled a scrapbook of
some of Paye Hanson's Newspaper articles DeWitt
Yesterday and Today written proceeding and during
the Bi-Centennial Celebration in DeWitt. The
serapbook will be placed in*their collection in
"Her Memory® for her work and interest she has

shown in the history of Clinton E-::-untLgD

2 instrument wes called a pillory but a

more sommon name wWwas "The Stocks."
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GILLAM = SCOTT MUSEUM, Encloss
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MUSEUM MUSINGS

PATINE - GILLAM - 5COTT Huseum will celebrate the

250 birthday of George Washington this manth

with spacial events as Tollows:

- EACH SUNDAY: Baroaue Musle, Harpslechord and re-
corders, 2 = b p.m, and slide pre-
E-ﬂﬂt-‘iltiﬂﬂ!’lﬂ, 1 = E. !'h.ﬂh

- BACH WEDNESDAY: 3 - 4 p. m., program series on
Washington presented by the Alver
Wabwaysin Chapter B.hA.li. wlith Junet
Snyder, aAdele Jones, Lhirley Pouch
and Hila Bross presenting programs,

SPECIAL FObalY EXNICIT includes twe Martha YWashingten powns reproduced

Fap Lhe P00tk annlversury in 1932, ziven in memory of Lole ledroot, books

and tletures, BARCH and APGIL displays will include antique Easter curds.

Rerular hours at the nuseum whieh Is oi Haple oercss rom the Courtholae
\ri Sk, Johns sra Sundays, 1 - 5 p.m, and Yednesdays, 2 - g p.m. with pro-
crams for schools nnd groups by reservation, Call 22L=28Gh op 22h-TL02.

NEWS and NOTES

Ken foin has been anpointed to succeed Arlynn Cantz on the Clinton County

Historisil Commizsion.....Hils Aross ls recuperatlng from surgery sl her
home ot it. 3, French iemd, 3t. Johns, LBET9, ,..Thanks to Cindy SWycolf, a
nad somier for taking on the chore of Tolding und stunling the newslettern.

COMING UP

Feb, 18, regulnr Soclety meeting at central “ational Zank, 5t. Johns with
srosram on Zacharlah Chandler by Libble Spoelma and Ford Ceasar at 7330,

Parch 1, Genealogists meet for potluck at KC Hall, i, Us 27, at 5%. Johns
nt 230 p.m, = bring cenoalogleal article to share or raesecrch problem X
St sokutlon,

April 5, Jenealoglsts meet ot 7:30 p.m., Central Wutlonnl Bark, 3t. JOhns
for nrocram on camera use in Tamily rosearch.
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