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TORICAL sOCIETY NEWsS) tTTER

CAESAR ELECTED

w offi
Nnew oxxicers . .. .. ..
izational meeting
Ford Cagsar Wil s
elected to succeed Betty Moore as president. A
charter member of CCHS, Caezar served as presi-
dent previously. A former teacher, Caesar is a
well known author of historie books on the Mid-
Michigan area.

Other officers for the upcoming vear include
Charles Colettbs, 'l.'II'i,ZL'—‘I:ll'"t'h'i-l]i'llt: Randy Phelps,
treasurer; Janat Tiedt, secretarv: and Janet
Snyder, corresponding sceretary. Arlen Cantz
wons elected to the board of diveetors,

Moore surpriséd those serving on the board last
y=ar with certificates and pins citing their
eflorts and time spent on CCHS projects.

W&Oﬂ"Sta The pnumber of graduates is

shrinking but the Wacousta
Alumni Association is alive &
well. It held its 81st annual banguet in May with
about 100 attending - yvet the last graduation was
in 1938, Stuart Openlander, president, said to
keep the society strong anyone who attended the
schoeol has been invited to jein in recent years.
That has reinforced the dwindling membership.

|
Ihe former Wacousta School was annexed € orand
Ledpe in 1957 & Openlander said that affected the
mamhbarelin f fhe slumnd orotn. 86t & lares school ,




Eanf? powstw by FALEFN BLASY
A INDER — The cupola s all that ramains of the old
Ba. aolhouse, blown up 57 years ago

MEMORIES:

Photo Courtesy:
Lansing State Journal

Last menth about 250 people gatherved at Bath
for a CCHS program which featured eight speakers
who either survived the Bath School disaster 57
years ago or who ware related to peéople who were
killed in it.

We'll read about their recollections later
after CCHS-memher Arlene Lounds transcribes a tape
she made of the program.

e tragedy, which took 45 lives, is still
congidered by many to have been the worslL mass
murder in American history.

Then Andrew Kehoe, described often as a
crazed man upset with rising taxes, was treasurer
of the Bath School Board. A farmer - said to be
frugal = and a fix=-it man by occupation, he had be-
come upset with townsfolk for increasing taxes te
buy land for an nthletic field and an electrical
plant to serve the school.

Considered "y loner"' on the board, he had a
reputation for advocating thriftiness. That fall he
offered to rid the school of some bees that had
gotten into a partition in the structure- He was so

successful that the next summer his offer to do
some wiring work was accepled.

It i= believed that he planted the dynamite
in the building while doing that weck. Various es-
timates put it at from 500 to 1,500 pounds and re-
parts later stated 1,100 pounds of unexploded dyna-
miet was found in the unkrecked part of the build-
ing later.

Much of what is recorded of the event comes
from -a book written by the late M. J. Ellsworth, a
neighbor of Kehoe's and tha town butcher. Hiz hook
noted villagers c¢leaned up the meéss and school
reopened the next fall in the township hall and
store buildings. Then U.5.5en. James Couzens denat-
ed a large sum of money to rebuild a new school
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it only went to 10th grade, there were
prade praduates from 18%95-1939. (
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They liked to gather annually to recollect with
family and friends, he said. History records the

which was named for him.

It noted rumors surfaced
around Kehoe earlier when
his stepmother died in a
tragic explosion of the
family cookstove. Neigh-
bors suspected Kehoe was
responsible. He was 14
then.

After the school explo-
sion townsfolks found
his wife's body wired to
a milk cart behind a
shed on his farm, which
he had also detonated.
His horses, their front
feet wired together,
were also killed then.

Graduating seniors were
spared because thy were
rehearsing in a nearby
church. After the blast
Kehoe drove up to the
school in his truck
and called several men
over. Then the truck
exploded killing sever-
al men and Kehoe.

—

Words Worth
Repeating

Wi s lund s we peguard B
Sy a aiimiisislith bolonging be s, When
war syt el as p cmimrnmies 1o which wie
Brrling, we mas Bogin di see b with D
Atk feaphent, T —A iy f il

first school, of

frame construction,
was built in 1844, In
1870 a two=story build
ing was built to hold
all 10 grades. It was
torn down in 1917 and
the lumber used to
build a barn nearby.
The next building, of
brick, burned in 1914.
The present building
which still stands was
built in 1926,

Fer more information
about the society call
Openlander at (517)
22&‘??5'&!

American Scene

RISING —Stesl scaffolding
rises around the Status of
Liberty in New York Harbaor,
Tha framework is in pr
ration for a 330 million re-
navation project.




GENEALOGY

... Querries ...

sgarching for informiation on A Frederick Leonard Hichols who
was born 24 Feb. 1872 in S5t. Johneg, MI. Hie wife was a Lucia
k. Pry believed to have been married July of 1900 in St. Johns.
Barbara Nichols, 721 N. Ninth 5t. S5t. Clair, MI 4B079

Note: Fred Michols father Ira D, Nichols wag fatally injured
at the St. Johns Co-OCperative Co. 5th Mar. 1879. His clothing
was caught in a shaft of the elevator equipment. He was the
manager. pl ¢ol 2 The Clinton Independent Mar. 6, 1879 lssue.

. wwed MoBnyder

vou are a nood géncalogist when you oan take the time to help
pyel Wworkipng on the Sans name.
ANOn .

aftothor, oven whoen you af'e not
rhat iz truo devation Lo Tanily history....

I'm looking (or information on a William J. & Edna {McDowell)
Baird & thelr descendants. Lived in DeWitt 19316, 1Is anyone
Sparching Baird or McDowell name...Robert H. McDowell Jr.
488 Wisneke Hd. Saginaw, I 48603

Names inthe news

MICHIGAN SURNAME INDEX, published by Michigan Genealogical Council

ig an excellent collection of names and abstracts of vital data

submitted by over 800 contributors belonging to Michigan genealogl-
cal societies. An invaluable aid to those researching ancestors and
their descendants.

Contents include: 52,000 cne-line entries includeing surname,

given name, vital records (if available) and spouse and/or parents.
Alen names and addresses of 820 contributors, and names and add-
resses pf 57 Michigan genealogical societies.

750 pages...Pre-publication price $25 but 33U HEL!; Aug. 1, 1984
Make checks pavakle pa: Michipan Genealogical Council

Send Lo: Mich. Gen. Couneil, cfo Ruth Kennedy, Box 57, Birmingham,
HiﬂhiH{ 48012, {(Above price includes postage and[*wles tax)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

CCHS GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

JUNE 21 Capitol Savings & Loan
St. Johns, 7:30 p.m,
Program "The Grange"
By Dorothy Cressman

JULY 19 Pienic Maple Rapids Park
6:30 p.m.- Bring Dish to
pazs & table service

AUG. 19 Annual “Babeock! 0ld Car
Tour at 11 a.m.
Details announced later

GENEALOGY DIVISION OF CCHS

JUNE 4 Capitol Savings & Loan
St. Johns at 7:30 p.m.
Program undec ided

PGS MUSEUM across f[rom Courthouse
at St. Johns open:
Sundays, 1 - 5 p.m.
Wednesdays, 2 - B p.m.

GENEALOGY ARCHIVES in DeWitt
Township Hall - Open on
Mondays, Tuesdays and
VWednesdays.

elsewhere

PALATINES TO AMERICA

Oth annual conference

June 22-23, Adrian College at
Adrian, Mich. (Evening lecture
included on June 21).
Highlights include: Lectures on
Researching in Germany, Germanic
Geography, Tracing ancestors in
Poland and the Eermai;ﬂepuhlic,

Palatine Families of York,
How to trace 847 Germiduic Fami-
lipre hers and abread; low to lo-
cate German ancestors in Penn-
sylvania, Correspondip with
R Y a1 ot st i1 et .



750 pageS...Pre-
Make chotks pavable to:

publication price $25 but 330 afte. jhug. 1, 1984
Michipgan Genealogical Council

Sand to: Mich. Gen. Council, e/o Ruth Kennedy, Box 57, Birmingham,
Michig: ‘anﬂlE. {Above price includes postage and ')les tax)

FIELDMUOUSE PIE

“New England cooks feared nel lo
experiment and eir canfidence in their
culinary prowess s somefimes aclittde
stariling (o tocday’s less resourceful spoan
whelders. A Graftom, Vermson, coollaok
gives directions  [or  Fieldmouse  Pin.
Here"s how wou oo il

& fal Debidmiced

1 cup macaron

iy meltien cnion, thinly slieed
1 medigm can fomn bors

1 eup cracker crumbs

Bl the mocaron 10 mimates, While ILEs
vonking, fry Tiekdmice loog enough B fry
it exieas fal. Greaso cagserole with some
of Use fatand put s layver of macaroni on L
Add onion. apd lomato, then pall and
pepper i well, Add fleldmice and cover
wilh the remaming macaroni, Speinkle the
lop with cracker ¢rumbs seasoned with
sall, pepper and bulter, Bake a1 320 F. for
20 minotes or until mice are well done,

+A node in the directions adds that in
cold or ralny wealher when leldmics are
hard to find, the cook may substitute

"Wa hear so much about the Ford fomily;
don't the Chavrolets ever go out?”

gL ™ Photo: Courtesy Lansing
State Journal

Palatine Famirllies ol . TOUK,
How to trace 847 Germawic Fami-
lies here and abroad; How to lo-
cate German ancestors in Penn-
sylvania, Correspondir swith
Germans, Germans from ]ssia,
The Amish, Using the German
Record Collection at Salt Lake
City. Registration before June b
is ETG: after June &, $80. That
includes lectures, some meals
and lodging. Lesser fees charged
for portions of program.
CONTACT: MI Chapter, PAL=AMN,

c/o George Evans, 868 Beechwood,
N.E., Grand Rapids, MI 49505
Phone: (GB16) 361 -9292,

GENEALOGY OF THE GREAT LAKES
SEMINAR Sept. 28=29 at Kalama-
zo00 Centor, Plaza Level, Kala-
muzao, Mi. Toplcs include Draper
Papers=-on 0ld Northwest; Sources
aof lmmigrant genealogy In Mich.;
Research in the Indiana Hist.5oc;
Mich.State Archive's land re-
cords; Research in Ohio; Archival
Resources; Research in Illinois.
CONTACT: Dorothy Gardner, 703
Regency Square Apts., Kalamazoo,
Mi. 49008 for more information.
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