“The Clinton Independent”

it
o
i |
N
C

AR MR L T

1985

CLINTON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

WWatt:
Membar of the first Bay Scout
troop formed in America,

Wallace F. “"Wally™

In Memoriam
Scout W. F. 'Wally’ Watt

WACOUSTA — The beacon
lﬁmwﬂmmnnfwﬂlace F.
“Wally” Watt, America’s oldess
Boy t, continues o shine in
the hearts of relatives and friends,

About Ecﬁugd: who remember
Walt aft a “celebration of
life™ commemorative service for
him Sunday afternoon at the
Wacousta Community United
E:hndm Church. Wait died Juns

The air in the small church was
stifling, but it was no discomfort 1o
those celebrating Watt's life.

“On this day that would have
been Wally's Sth hirthday we
celebrate his  life,”" said  the
church®s pastor, the Rev. Eugene
A, Lowis,

Watl, borm July 14, 1535, wis &
charter memiber of the first Boy
Scout T formed in Amenica =
in Barre, Wit on Oct. 24, 1906 —
about feur months belore the or-
ganization was officlally Tounded
iy Mew York Ciry.

Friends acknowledged his kind
treatment of others s one of
Walt's sutstanding qualities,

(Story and photo courtesy Lansing State Journal)

AT OVID - The bell in the unusual
octagonal belfry of the First Con-
regational Church here ramg June
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It dates to the 1870's and was
—moved by oxen in 189% to it's
present site at High and Park

5

0 for it's dedication a&as a state
istoric site. It is also on the

ational register.

tceats,

News Spotlight

It was used as a church
until 1972 & is now the
home of Louis & Saralee
Howard=- Filler.




150 years

Maple Rapids celebrates

The Petitt Hotel was the gathering place for

visitors and residents at Maple Rapids in the
late 1800's. S5hown above, the building is no
longer there.

MAFPLE BRAPIDS — Whal was
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Mﬂr .l.m_m,ﬁim wis borm in
Rapide rs W
arcund for the lﬂhﬂ ¥ in
1835, when the population was just
over 300,

“This one 5 & lot different,” he

ﬂ.[d. u:[l_l5 b|ﬂﬂ'1'."
Rapids has in the
hﬂh‘fﬁh s, Today Intion

¥
Members of Mark Danlels VEW
Posm 1735 and their uu:ﬂ.!ar;.r led

were followed by hundreds of
and marching units
that ing historical fioats and
a.nthhu;e cars and tra horses
amd

|

. ichigan's oldest living dou-
e-wedding couple.
Following the parade, o memo-
Hulmi:efnr)ﬂpleﬂﬂﬁﬂhvﬂ-
erans was held at the commmity
park.l'-'lunhﬂ':ﬂlmﬁ;a‘huvlﬁ
nam Veterans chapter placed a
wreath Er. ol Roc.
rnuﬂ'lttuhe

"Ome of our members was
mood friend of Rocky's, and
wanted us o our .
said Richard Hons, ng m
County deputy sheriff ond Vies-
nam weteran. “One of oce govm
came all the way from Califor-
nia."

That was Bob Puterbaugh, a
crozs-county trucker who was en-
tred off the road for the memorial
srvice,

"I"!"E 'ﬂ-,':':u ﬂf [
that ore for Him,hﬂpﬂf
can wall o while. This is more im-
portant,” he-sald.

Rocky Sayder's father rode on
the Vietmam Veternns ffoal and
the. 1004 State Chapigachly bes
kethall team, Mﬂmﬂm%m
post fired 2 salute while a bugler
#:xaﬁnllr.u. The Natonal Guard
while & Civil War re-ennctment
cannan bopmed a sabile,

Some 680 members of the Bannks-
Crechoslovalklan

Be

took each other on in a water ball

contest
“Thiz la a t way o cool
off." said one youth.
Ithaca Fireman Gary Hill was
with his department's
irst-round  win  over Fowler.
ithacn has been in waterbal] com-
petition for 15 yvears, and fumished

Lhe contest aqui
“Longevity does not necessarfly
mike you good,"” said Ithaca Fire

Chisf Dick Lumsden. “We mever

got very good Bt it.”
Ithaca ook home the secomd

St Tohe tshed g >

Story courtesy of
LANSING STATE JOURNAL -~



GENEALOGY
GAZETTE

The Cilntoen Coontly
Historical SBoclaty dedicelsd a
mlero+lllm readar aE =
miaenarial to e Bross oh June
3, ! =n opan houee leom -4
.. Bl the Archives losaied In
tha DeWill Townshlp Ofoe
Bullding.

The ‘“‘walcoma'' remarks
wara made by CCHS preskdent
Charlen Colatta smd Lhe
dodication was ghen by pas!
prasideni Or. Ford Casasr.

Many Irlendes and guesis i
tended ihe dedicallen [n-
cluding spacial gues! Miidied
Cowntryman, Hila's eiaber.

Hila was henored mm A
founder, 8 pant preaident, and
far her many years of
dadicatad ssrvice 1o ihe

Story and photo courtesy
5t. Johns Reminder

AT THE ARCHIVES (DeWitt Town Hall)

Clinton County deaths, 1881-85 are
compiled and ready for publiec use,

Cemetery records are now being typed.

We have an interesting scrapbook on
the 1ife of Will Rogers.

Thanks to Adele Jones for her program
on the history of Maple Rapids last
month and to Bertha Crane who brought
pictures of the Van Scoys, settlers
there, and other mementoes of the town.



GENEALOGY

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

DIVISION: Meets Aug. 5 at

ARCHIVES:

Arlene Lounds' home at 1887
Yallop Rd. Potluck at 6:30
p.m.

(DeWitt Township Hall) Hours
are 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mondays

=~ Wednesdays.

CCHS GENERAL MEMBERSHIP: Aug. 135 at

Capital Federal Savings in
S5t. Johns at 7:30 p.m. David
Miller will speak on the 5t.

Johns cemetery.

MINT FESTIVAL: St. Johns, Aug 9-11 &

CCHS will participate in the
parade and with activities
on the PGS Museum lawn.

PAINE-GILLAM=-SCOTT MUSEUM: Open Wed-
nesdays Z-2 p.m. & Sundays

1-5 [.'l-ﬂ'l-a

During Mint Festiwval hours
are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sat.
and 12:30 to 5 p.m. on Sunday
Alden Livingston will display
a collection of antique mint
squipment on PGS lawn and PGS
will sell a booklet "Trival

Tidbits = Freshly Minted."

PLANNING ﬂﬁﬂﬁ?: Oct. 16, 7 p«m. Smith
all, 5t. Johns, Martha B.

Wetherbee resident basket-
maker at Shaker Museum, Can=-
terbury, N.H. will lecture &

demonstrate Shaker basketmak-
ing. Sponscred by Clinton Co.
Arts Council and CCHS/PGS.
Ordar tickets now - $3 with
SASE, from PG5S Museum, Box
174, St. Johns, Mi. 48879..
For information call 224-2894
or 224=7502.

——NOTICE---

%Eg_ﬁLﬂnx - ABOUT 75 % OF OUR
HS MEMBERSHIPS ARE DELIN -
QUENT. WE NEED YOUR HELP NOW.

If your newsletter has a rad
X in the box to the

right your dues are

past due. Please help

us continue our programs by
mailing your check to CCHS

Box 174, St. Johns, Mi. 58879,

Dues are $4 for individuals;
$7 for couples; and $2 for
these under age-18.

[f unpaid by Sept. 10 those
persons will be taken off of
our membership and newsletter
lists. 4

@linton County
fistoriral Soriety
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