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HISTORY I QUR BUSINGSS

"One of the finest historically restored
buildinzg I've seen...."

Tnat was the comment of Tom Jones, dir-
ector of the Historiecal Society of Uichigan,
wnen he spoke at our Decembar meeting at the
“alne-Gillam-Leott Fuseum,

Garbed in Christmas-past trins the nu-
seuin provided u testive atmosphore.

Jones suid the state proup was founded
by Lewls Cass in 192B.It's office is in ailvme
owned by the University of Hichizan at Ann
Arbor. He said the groun would 1like to take
recponsihility for the house snd added many
small grouns have,or are, turning houses into
nuseyuns ,

"We who lubor in the vineyards of loecal
history are beloarured," he gald,

An exception, he o0dded, iz the Hlper
County !istoriecal Socliety at lunising with
ovar 850 membars.

"Thay are evongeliuts. They o right out
onto the streets and say ‘'ere you a meubap?®
and thoy collect dues right there on the side
walk," he saild.

lcontinued on next page)




OQur Business...History (continued)
By comparison,CCHS has aboub 200 members.

"ustablish a goal right now - that next
year you will hove one-tenth of the population
of 5t. Johns paying dues," he said.

{(That would mive us 600-plus members. If
we applied the 1/10th formula county-wide 1t
would be about 5,000 wembers. amite a goal to
shoot for.)

"e {state group) make no bones about the
faot that everything we do iz done to make
monay. We have to compete," he said,

Referring to CCUS projects, Jones urged
us to "get out, be ¢vangaliaﬁlﬂ, spread the
word about what you have here. You'va dona
all this (museum) since 1978. That is great.
But you must remember you are in the buginess
of history," he sald.

COMING UF

- Jal, 21, 7:30 p.m, CCHS meeting at Capital
savines and Lean, St. Johns, with
prozram by veneslo;y committes

- PEB, 18, 7:30 p.m. CCi5 meeting ot Capital
wavings and Loan, St. Johns, with
pro-ran on 2achariah Chandler

DU QuIz

HOW'S YOouR BUD I4? Dud-watching can be an in-
teresting Jinter pasttime with leal and low-
gr buds swelling in antisipation of  spring
“an you identify the buds on these payes? The
answers ore on page B.




MUSEUH NOTS PAGE 3

THANES , , ,to Laurita Allison who made 90 Jjumping-Santas
from a 1900 pattern. They sold gquickly at +1.25....and
to Fasqua Warstler who sketched the luseum and some of
the displays that show how we lived years ago. Those
wore made into a "My Long Ago Color Book" and alsoaold
fast for w1l each. Both items made preat stocking stuflfl
ers.

Thahkhd to Bob Walling who made frames for the storn
windows for the front of the building..and to the Jocal
staff of the Clinton County Wews for the new rug thay
donated for the front room.

CUMING UP AT THE PAINE - GILLAM . SCOUT MUSEUR........

JANUAREY: A special oxhibit "Estate Gifts of Fred and
Florence Dengler, [oromer Ovid residents, which includes
china and other housewarese, starts in January.

TUWNSHIP ROOM: Dallas Township exhibit opens in Jan,

¢ EdHUARY: "Celebration of “eorge Washington's 250th
Sirthday" includes prrams on sednesdays Sponsored by
the Hiver Wabwaysin Chapter of DAR,

LATER events will inelude a Yrash 'n Vreasure Sale in
May during Magnolis Week., Members are asked to zet out
things to donate for that fund ralser.

HUUHS at the Paine-Cillam-5gott Museum on Haple %traut
across rom the courthouse in St.Johns are WEDRESDAYS,
2-8 p.m. snd Sundays, 2-5 p.m. Special tours are also
arrangad. Call John & Kathryn Humbaugh,co-directors.




GENEACLOGISTS MOVE

Moving may be a chore tut the
penealogists had lots of help when
they moved from their downtown St.
Johns office to the south wing of
the historie old 3alt Box house on
U.s, 27 four miles north of the
clEy.

Hila Bross, owner, made a huge
room, wWall winﬁﬂuad with =outhern
exposure, available, and in ons
alfternoon the group moved, lock,
ctock and filing cabinets.

The jrensaloglsts have &n  ar =
chives overflowing with reseaarch &
other materlials.

Mambers have compiled thous-
ands of names and indexed old re-
sords, mierofilms and papers.A com-
pilation was made of all toumbstones
in Clinton in 1939 and that was
porrowed and indexed a5 were early
marriage records from 1834-67. All
cengus data from 1B840-1900 has been
indexed and also all records about
people who served in the War of
1812 who latar settled or died in
Clinton. (Clinton wasn't a county
in 1812 but some soldiers settlesd
here later and the group has about
namas in tha index NowW.

Family Bibles have been index-
ed (some loaned snd some recelved
as gifts)as were the records of an
early Maple Hapids dentist.

"Har roecords were very com-
plete. (continued on page 5)




Genealoglists Move (continued from page &) PAGE 5§

When patients died sghe stapled newspapar elippings of
their obituary to thelr cards so We have aulte a big
index of names," Arlan Gantz, a renealopist, said,

Also indexed were old school racords, telaphone
books, yearbooks, atlagses, histories, scrapbooks  and
shurch records,

The penenlogists meet the fipst FMonday of each
month at 7:30 p.m. at the archives, Anyone interested
is invited to mttend. (Take U, 5. 27 north to Frewmch
Road, turn inte the southbound lane and go back south
Just a few hundred feet to the driveway of the Zslt
Box house. Enter through the door facing the hiphway.)

Hours at the archives ape: TUESDAYS noon to B
pum.; THURSDAYS, 3 - 8 p.m.; and SATURDAYS noon to 4
Pl

Janet Snyder, president of the Genealogy Conmit -
tee, sald the group 1s still looking for materials to
index, either as loaned items op girta.

TRESTDENT 'S MeSSAGE

"L and my family, wisn to gay to all -
"A Happy New Yenp,!

If we are to increase our membership
48 Tom Jones has challenged us, then
Wwe need to work together ,helping where
We can, and working for menmbership, "

& @ -Fﬂ"l"'d EE‘EI.SEI"

BEWSLETTER

Hembera who have information they fesl should ba ia-
¢luded in the CCHS newsletbter should send it to Betty
Jane Minsky, Rt. 3, 5t, Johns, 4BB79 by the 25th of
the month for use in the next month's newsletter.



BOOK COHMMITTEE GIVES k4,500 PAGE 6

Hila Bross, chalpperson of the 1980 Book Commlttee
came to the December CCHS meating bearing o gift .....
¢l , 500 menerated from the sale of history books . She re
ported only nine books are left to sell. The monoy will
be used to fund varicus CCHS projects.

T'PEMS FROM AIE BUCK ABOUT CHRISTMAS AND HeW YeaiRs FPalT.

Dec. 25, 1879...Merry Christmas Mr. Lditor,to  you
and all! Such is the preeting which we recclved as we
passed along the streets this ‘orning. Good slelpghing &
a lively team made the hells Jjingle as we rode along
amid the flying snowflokes.

1885, . .Christmas wes a lively day in the whiskey
trade, qulte & few drunks and ona rfight.

1889, ..The old and young men &like are out today
with t&helr best girls, trying the snow with  shining
cutters, jingling bells and fast horses.

1891, ,.Forty-one couples nttended tho Christmus
purty at the Stesl (hotel) lask Friday, and it was one
of the most plessant and successful potherings of 1ts
kind ever hold in St. Johns.

1892...For Christmas the Uicks Store in St. Johns
sugmgests; nandkarchisfs, mulflers, 8ilk umbraellas,
cloaks, dry goods and blankets.

1900, .. Huprah for 19001 All sorts of resolutions
sre usually adopted Jen. 1 but if the people would make
an effort to pay up little accounis that have dragged
along for months or years, it would do more btoward pub®
ing the world in pood humor than anything else. 4nd it
would be s good way bto beglin the new cantury.

WWM%MV—.



THAWKE ¥OU, MR. AMD ids. LE fAVE FPAGE 7

"It's not often that you have a Tundralser tossed
in your lap," .etty Hoore, vice-president of GEHE{ sald
referring to an unexpected one-houwe open house claine
and Robert Lel’ave held.

The sounle acquired the old "Heck" farmsteag T
Jood lioad neor King arthur's Mobile Home Fark at Dedltt
three years ago. They have rostored the house and [lur-
nished it with antlques.

Elaine usald she falt uo rood alter getting thelr
old-time Christmas trims all up that she wanted others
to share it, She offered to cpen the house.

"ihepra iz nothing prettier than an old larmhouse
a1l dacorated for the holidays," she said.

CCHS accepted her offer and Mildred Brown, treas-
urer, s&id over 250 adults and meny children visited.
Adults donated 1 each so %250 was ralsed.

MEMDERSHIP DUSS LT

Znelosed a&re my member- PaINES GILLAH-SCUIT hLUSEUH

ship dues for 1982

{Check appropriate line) |I want to remember the
Museum., Enclosed is my

4 single member Friends of the NHuseum

;7 famll donation.

EE age lg and under
w5 %10
s Other

Hall to: Clinton County Hail to: Clinton County

Historlical Joclety Higtorleel Soclety

Box 174 Box 174

St, Johns, Mi. 48879 St. Johns, Wi, 48B79

Hame; Hame:

Addrases: Address:s




H#1TORY ON Mz TULE. | . 2zyptians and England Palle §
Will be feutured in two Public Uroadeasting “arvice
‘BS) programs as Follows:

- JUYFT: ast lop dternity, Feb. 3 ut 8 Tufils BX-
Plores one of tha lungast-lasting civilizations, Tocus
ing on life from the time of the pharohs to dresentday
Nile villa s, Poy publicity noted Joypt has monu -
Ments hullt te last through eternity but now they sare
threatened Ly riging wuter, Lourlsy, vandslism & othep
bressures of wedern-day living,

- M THalids | yorid 7 ut B p.m. will foous on the
role the piv.r Slayed in “Npland's nistory, including
old time evonts and sites,

8UD ANSWERS. Page 1, illow: Page 2, Alder; Paga &,
Jagawood and Yapge 5, White ish,

CLINTUN counsy HISTORICAL JuCIagry 5t. Johns, #i,
BOX 1'?1&r ST, JUHHS, MI, 48879 Permit
: No. 104
NEWSLETMTER Nom-Frorit Org.
Arlya Cante
P.0. Box 535

DeWite, MI 483820



