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WILMA SOWLE
WILMA SOWLE HELPS SENIDRS WITH GENEALOGY

The Senior Drop-In Center sponsared a beginning class in
Ganealogy, with Wilma Sowle’s expertise.  Wilma regularly attends
activities at the Serdior Center and was the perfect person to

{cont, next page)
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(cont, from front page)

introduce other Seniors to a
new and interesting hobby.
Wilma M beean

researching for marny vears and
very active with the Gernealag-
ists of the Clinton County
Mistorical Society. Always
interested in genealogy, Wilma

Felped with the creation of a
genealoglical archives in
Clinton County, where she

provided many records from her
personal files. '
As the records increased,

the Archives outgrew one home

after another until the DeWitt
Township Offices offered Ffree

nousing for the records  and
the Archives moved from  St.

Johns to DeWitt. There, Wilma

served aus oa gresn thuanb worker
where she was able to help
Mmarty with- thair resaarch

besides tﬁew~many duties of
maintaining records.

Wilma is a life—-long
resident  of Clinton  County.
She is the youngest child from
a family of ten children, born
to George and Malinda (Wilcox)
Cowles, Wilma % James J.

Sowle were married in  1920.

James died in 1974, Wilma has
two  children, Mis. Frances

Hirer HMomer of DeWitt, and
James J. Sowle of Cinnaminson,
Maew Jersey, grandchildren and
great-grandchil dran.
‘Besides genealogy,
Fas many talents to
from growing bored. Music and
crafts keep her busy, as well
ai keeping up a good game of a

Wilma
keep her

cribbage. She has the energy
of ten people, young or old,
and she has a wonderful sence
af humoir.
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LAND RECORDS FEATURED

OCTOBER MEETING

IN

Genealaogists of Clinton
County met on Manday,
September L 1991 at the
Capital Federal Savings % Loan
Commnunity Facm for the
September meeting. Those
attending were, Bill Service,

Fres.; Marilyse Brooks, Sec.;
Janet Tiedt, Tres.; Janet
Snyder, corresponding SE .
Members present  included Dorr
¥ Jean Hudsor, Wilma Sowle,
Alberta Huhn, Myrna VanEpps,

Jean Service % Arlene Smith.
Church presented an inter—
esting Program on land
records. With humar ard
expertise, he included the
higtory of land surveying and
explained how L
founders, using the meridiarn &%
base lines to improve the
ancient systen of measuring
land hy meets % bounds. e
explained how the land des-
criptions - changed AL the
country  grew  and the gyeten
improved. He touwched on the
different land grants and how
they were awarded, and the
land developers and how they
operated on the frontiers.
Alsa, how the territories and
states land boundaries were
awarded and the contlicts
settled over those boundaries,

and how the separate controls
of Federal, State and local,

which includes City, Village,

County % Township prevail.

He advised ws to check
the property descriptions on
oL taxw form against the
property description on  our
deed every time we receive our
b notice, and if arvy
discrepancies appear, get the

tax description corrected.



CUSHMAN FAMILY

The Cushmans were
the First family in
Gunnisonville Community
and the first settlers
in Bath Township.

The Cushman family
history starts in Eent,
England, when Robert
Cushman was barn 9 Feb.
1577, He was principal
agent for the Pilgrims,
anc fis son Thomas
mar i ed Ruth  Howl and
whose parents camg on
Mayflower to America in
1&E0, Fordney Cushman
arnd his daughter are
both  members of the
Maytlower Society.

Bilbert and Mancy
Futessel 1 Cushman and
maet  of  their family
left Fent township,
Frut marn County, Neaty
York, in 1834 and came
to Michigan. He
recieved a  land patent
i 1833, L.ater
Gilbert s sons, Morris,
Rusasesl l ard Ira took
land adjoining the
ariginal farm. Ira and
his family were  the
first settlers in  Bath
Ternwrship. Cushman® s
urncle Tra died soon after FORDNEY CUSHMAN
settling, and his wife,

Belinda, had to go to the County Couwrt House in DeWitt to
guardianship of her two  ohildeen. The  law  at  that
congidered them her dead husband®s brother®s chilodeen. Crishimer
varified this from probate records dated 1840.

The Cushiman school  was located on the nforth-sast corner of
Clark and Chandler roads. The Cushman Cemnetery was near the
south-east corner of Clark and Chandler roads. Gilbert Dushman
e buried there, and his wife bdMancy is buried in Gurnisonville
Cenatary.

Fordney Cushiman and his wife Wilma are the fourth generation
living on the Cushman farm. Their daughter, Johanna Balzer, has
&  home  on o the farm, and hee davghters, FEathryn  and Shaconon
Balwer, are the sixth generation to live on the Cushman farm.
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Adams, Jason R.
(Uncle Jase)
Adams, Mary Brown

(Aunt May)
Aldrich, Dorothy
Aldrich, L. S.
Allen, "Kip"
Allen, Myron
Allor, Charlie
Altvator

(Mrs.?
Anderson,
Anderson,

Mrs. John
Anderson, Libbie
Anderson, Thomas
Antes, Mrs. Newt
Archer, Mr.
Archer, Mrs.
Bamber, Mra.
Barns, Mr.
Barstow, Mrs.
Beals, Daniel
Belcher,

Frossie Sanford
Bell, Rilly
Bell, Libby
Bell, Ray
Bell, Mrs.
Benjamin,
Bennett, John
Bently, Mr.
Bird, Mrs. J.
Blank, Chester
Bliss, Dr.
Boyce, Mrs.
Boyle, . M.
Brewer, Phosbe
Hritten,

Beth (babhy)
Britten, Had
Britten, John
Britton,

Mrs. John
Brown, Amy
Brown, Hiram
Brown, Sybil

father)
Gabriel

l.evi
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DEATHS IN AND NEAR MAPLE RAPIDS

1906-1921

Recorded by Carrie May (Enowles) Eullis (1862 - 1921)
(wife of Maple Rapids Druggist, Otto Bullis)
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1920
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1912
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1907
1919
1920
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1913
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1918
1907
1917
1912
1917
1917
1912
19146
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Oct
Jan
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1915
1914
1920
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Bugher, Leroy
Butler, Bernard
Casterline, A.
Casterline, Orrin
Chapman, Mrs.
Chase, Mrs.
Chick, H. Feggy
Clark, John 0.
Conklin, Mr.
Conklin, Mrs.
Coolk, Harriet
Crook,

(Lloyd®s baby)
Cook, Stanley D.

(b Nov 12)
Cooper, Fay
Cowles, Linda
Cowles, Norman
Cowles, Robert
Creaser, Mr.
Creaser, Dlivia
Cunningham, 0liwv.
Davidson, EKatie
Donaldson, Isaac
Douglas, (baby)
Douglas, (haby)
Downs, Mr.
Draker, J.
Dunstal , Agatha
Durbin, Rufus
Fess, (baby)
Findley, Kate
Fitzpatrick,

Ellen (Miss)
Fleshman, Daniel
Fleshman, Mrs., D.
Fleshman, Ed
Fleshman, Elijah
Fleshman, Mrs., E.
Freer, Mrs.
Fuller, Mrs.
Fulton, Abby
Gillson, Ida
Gladstone, Geo.
Gladstone, Mre.
Blover, Frank
Gordanier, Mr.
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1914
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1920
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1920
1916
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1908
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1920

1915
1912
1917
1918
19220
1918
1918
1915
1919
1920
1914
1517
1906
1918
1904

MNov 1918

Feb
Jarnr

M-
Jan
Mavy
May
Ot
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Oct
Dec
Mar
Jul
Jun
Ape
Jun

1914
1917

19146
1910
1914
191&
19164
19173
1919
19497
1908
1919
1918
1919
1918
1914



Deaths—-Maple Rapids

Goss, Eliza
Green, Naomi
Greensl ade,
Greenswi ke,
Groam Genialia
Groom, Mrs. G.
Halsted, John
Halsted, l.ewis
Hammond, Mrs.
Hane, William

Lola
Anna

Harrington, Wm.
Herman, William
Herman, Mrea. Wo.
Hastings, Mrs.
Hewitt, Beth
Hewitt, Halen
Mewitt, Henry
Hewitt, Jennie
Hewitt, Mae
Hewl tt, Mras. S,
Hadges (hoy)
Hooker, George
Hoover, Eliza
Howarth, John
Hawarth, Mrs.
Howe, Mary A.
Hubbard, F. 3.

Hubibl e,
Hubila 1 e,

Martin

M s .

Ingrham, S.
Irwin, Finlay
Jaquish, FMrs.
Jewett, James
Jolls, Orrin (90)
Janes, Mrs., J.
Jones, Mre. J.E.
Jones, James
Jones, Rod
Fenttield, Dell

Jalin
Caroline
Lake, Mrs. fArnold
Lake, Arnold
Lambie, Claud
Lamhie, Mrs.James
Lamphere,

Mre. Skinner
Lansing, Mrs.Pete
Laballe, Mra.
Lebarr, Joseph
l.eRoy, Mrs.

Fetohum,
nowl es,

(Cont.)

28 Jul 1904
27 May 1919
5 May 1919

14 Mar 1915
22 Nov 1914
23 Feh 1912
27 Dec 1910
—_ Jdun 1910
20 Dec 1912
23 May 191%
7 Dec 1908

10 Dec 1915
17 Feb 1914
18 Feb 1918
1% Jan 1911
135 Apr 1920
21 Oct 19212
T4 Jul 1909
1& Feb 1908
a2 Feb 1917
7 Jul 1910

14 Feb 1911
24 Mar 1911
28 Oct 1920
15 May 1920
H Aug 1906

25 Bep 1918
7 Mar 1907

18 May 1914
2% Oct 1918
9 Feb 1911

20 Mar 1916
11 Dec 1907
7oJan 1921

19 Feb 1%1&
10?Mar 1918
2 Jan 1908

21 May 19LE
19 FAug 1918
24 Oct 1907
20 Dec 1909
24 Nov 1910
8 Dec 1210

25 Apr 1918
28 Mar 1916
27 Apr 1971
goJul 191E

24 Mar 19164
EOOAUg 1915
29 Jul 1917

Marsh, John 13
Marsh, PM-s. 15
McDonald, Mrs. 26
McFarlan, Mrs. H. 23
McFherson, Frank a
McBuaig, Joe 21
Motiniston, Mrs. e
Messlaer, Carl ——
Miller, Eate 17
Miller, Mrs.Peter 24
Miller, Wilmer a1
Mogkelburg?, E. 1
Mosher, Jennie W. 27
Mosher, Mrs. 1%
Moss, Meda 2

Mass, Myron 2
Muckelburg, Chris 22
Mudege, Mrs. 18
Mudge, Mr. 19
Nash, George 25
Meal, Eliza 1é
Newton, Anna 28
Mixon, William A. 3
Nartaon, Barney 15
Norton, Hylon P
Nortan, Mrs. C. S0
Dcobock, Floyd —
Owenrn, Bero 10
Owen, Foster 1
Farlker, Mr. 2
Farer, Cy €
Farr, Ellen/Mre.H.19
Farr, William 25
Fatterson e
Fatterson, Mers, 10
Fayne, Day (=]
Fayne, Helen 9
Fayne, Henry Z0
Fayne, Maud 10
Payne, Frudence 7
Fayre, Thomas 27
Fease, lLester 26
Fercy, Mr. 1=
FPercy, Mrsa, C 22
Ferrigo, Mrs. ?
Pinkney, Mrs., 1
Finkney, Jack R
Finkney, Mrs.Jack 15
Finkney, William &
Price, James 1
Price, Mrs., Rollie 9
Randall, Mrs. o]

Jun 1904
Dec 1911
May 1918
Jul 1914
Jan 1917
SApr 1918
Feb 1918
Dec 1920
May 1918
Sdul 1919
Oct 1213
Janmn 1917
Sep 1913
May 1920
May 1919
Aug 1907
May 1919
Dec 19046
Feh 1918
Mar 1915
Jul - 1914
Dexc: 1917Z
Oct. 1910
May 1920é
Gep 1911
Dac 1917
Apr 1918
NMov 1912
Jurn 1920
Dec 1907
Mear 1918
May 1917
Jan 1914
Dec? 1908
Febh 1914
Febh 1913
Jul 1914
Jan 1909
Junn 1920
Sep 1907
Nov 1917
Apr 1916
MNov 1208
Oct 1912
Febh 1911
Nov 1907
May 1917
Oct 1915
Dec 1919
Oct 1910
Jan 1919
Jun 1917



Deaths—Maple Rapide (Cont.)

Randolph, Clara 21 Febh 1920
Ransom, Mr. 20 Febh 1908
Ransom, Mrs. ? Mar 1918
Reed, Mrs. Allen 18 Jan 1920
Reed, Darr 25 Jan 1914
Read, Ed 18 Feb 1913
Reed, Ursula ? Jul 1915
Rice, Mras. C. 10 Dec 1917
Rabinson, Mart 29 Jan 1914
Roosevel t & Jan 1919
Ryker, F. L. 2 Dec 1920
Sanford, Mrs. I oMar 1918
Sawyer, Amos A odJan 1920
Sawyer, Mrs. 13 fApr 1914
Schafter, Jesse 24 Oct 1912
Schank, Mr. L. 10 Feb 1908
Sschneider, Leo 14 Jan 1908
Scott, Lawra 1% Dec 19064
Scott, Me. 12 Nov 1909
Seamari, M. 10 Jan 1919
Sickles, Mrs. Wo.o 21 Jul 1904
Sillman, Vina 9 Feb 1920
Sitwer, Dell 29 Q0ct?1917
Siteser, H. E. 18 Jam 1917
Skimner, @bel & May 1906é
Skinrner, Alice 12 Jun 1900
Skirner, Nancy 13 Jan 1914
Skutt, Frank 26 Dec 19219
Slater, Anne B. S0 Dec 1918
Smith, Duck 12 Ot 1918
Smith, Elliott & Mar 1920
Smith,

Mrs. Elligtt 29 Nov 1919
Smith, Frank 2 Jan 1917
Sowle, Mrs. Walt 24 Oct 19173
Sowle, Walt 2% Feb 1914
Sprague, Mrs. I Feb 1912
Sturgeon, J. H. 9 Feb 1918
Stwrgis, Earl 8 Febh 1919
Sturgis, Yera 25 Feb 1919
Temple, Mrs.Frank 13 Apr 1916
Terry, Mrs. b Apr 1907
Terwilliger, Del. 11 Dec 1919
Terwilliger, Mrs.L.7 Dec 1920
Terwilliger, Thos.1ll Aug 1917
Tichnor, Mre. G Mar 1918
Townsend, Will 14 May 1917
Travis, Carrie 18 May 1920
Trotter, Mr. == Qct 1909
Uptan, Jaohnny & Jan 1920
Van Scoay, Mr=s. 22 Aug 1918

bR B

Waldron,

(Ed’s baby) 9 Fel 1920
Walker, William 2% Apr 1919
Warner, Alta 2 Oct 1909
Warner, Richard 4 Jul 1912
Warner, Sam 9 Apr 1914
Warren, Mrs.lsaac 26 Dec 1908
Watere, Mrs.Terry 14 Mar 1920
Weaver, J. E. 2 Febh 1918
Weaver, M. 1 Nav 1907
Weraavesr, Mra. 20 Feb 1918
Webster, Carlos 20 Feb 1911
Webster-, 0. BG. 17 fApr 1912
Webster, Mally 12 Mav 19143
Whitacre, Jdohn 5 Feb 19164
White, Will 28 Nov 19173
Whitney, George 27 Sep 1913
Whitriey, Mrs. Russ 9 Feb 1911
Wilcox, Orinda

Adams (Aunt Rind) 2& Mar 1920
Wilsan, Joseph EO Mar 1919
Woods, (baby of

Alta Cook Woodse)24 Dec 1917
Wiright, Dan 2% Oct 1918
Wright, Dennis 13 Apr 1915
Wright, John S Jan 1913
Wright, Mrs. John 20 QOct 19214
Wright, Selinda 21 Sep 1920
Wright, William 24 Jan 1910
Yates, Lida 4 Jul 1W1E
Yates, June 28 Dec 1908
Yondan, Mrs. 12 Feb 1913
Young, 6. C. I Nav 1910

Young, Catherine 6 Feb 1919

¥ X X X %

DEWITT SCHOOLS
HISTORICAL PROJECT

A group of DeWitt area
citizens are planning Lo
collect, preserve and display
materials el ated to the

histary of DeWitt Schools. If

you have related items that
Y might e willing to
donate, mail to (or contact)
Jackie Lanktord, Baox 201,
DelWitt, MI 48820. (517) &69-

“100.



RECENT ACRUISITIONS
" AT THE ARCHIVES

Alta Reed*s collection of
"Henealogy Wealk" columns from
Aritigue Wesaks: 1989-1991.

A__Btory of a Parish, (St.
John's  Episcopal  Church), by
Winifred C. Dabholl; 1937.

sth _Sibvlline Boolk, (St. Johns
High School Yearbook); 1903,

Qur Hewitt Family, by Virginia
(Hewitt) Wattersony 1991.

Duplain Chuwrah Gt Chiriast
Directories: 1972, 1978, 1981,

1982,

derrine Mead™s 1990 Obituary
Collection.

Sorapbook kept by Maud (51l son
Basir.

Lzt We  Forget, 6 Gulde to

Geanesal ogical Mesaarch an Ll

Nation®s Capitals: 1989,

Descendants o Samuel % Emily

(Blabesley) Brown Thurston, by
Plyrna &, Van Epps; 1991,

FPearce % Related Fanilies of

MW Salem, MA, and

Witchoraft Trials, by Clark S.

Gregory, Jr.; 1991.

Flat Book of Ionia Co, Ml ca
1989,

Flat Book of lsabella Co., MI,
(undated) . ‘

Rural Farm Directory of
Shiawasssee Co., MI, 19&68.

Atlas of Barry Co., MI; 1945,

Flat Dook of Eaton Co, MI; ca

of Maple

+)
if

19730

Rural Farm Directary of
Gratiot Co, MI; 1948,

Rural Farm Directory of Tonia
Co, MIy 19&9.

History of lLevi Greene, by
Mary S. Oreen; 1944,

X kK % X% ¥
1982 BIRTHS INDEXED

Genealogical Society
member, Jean  Hudsaon, Lately
took it upon herself to weite
index cards for @ll the births
listed in the Clinton County
News in 1982. She handed the
cards, already sorted in
alphabetical order, over to
the staff at the Archives, and
these cards have bean filed
for  the use of researchers.
We are very grateful to her
for accepting thig task and
completing it in a timely
manner besides.,

¥ ok X % x
QUERIES

Flease send all queries
(with S8ASE) and replies to:
QUERY  EDITOR, Clinton County
Trails, F.0O. DBox 2E, Bt
Johns, M1 48879,

Wilma Sowle
109 Britteny
Lansing, MI 48%06&

Meeds info on Eva EDDY LAKE
HALE, mather of Orville,
Truman, Mary, Lois, -,=-% Hale
Rapids area, b
Douglas LAKE. In 19240"s Eva
wrote a poem about 5 YOYER
boys, serving in W.W. 1T,



CLINTON COUNTY PIONEER CERTIFICATES

In 1990 GBRACE ELOISE (WILLIAMS) SAUNDERS of Lake Oswego,
Oregon, received Clinton County FPioneer Certificates for her
application as a descendant of two pioneers: NELSON DE LONG,
SF. ., and LYDIA  ANN AYRES. The documents are on file at the
archives and give the following data:

GRACE ELOISE (WILLIAMS) SAUNDERS; b 21 Sept. 1921, Fortland,
Mul tnomah Co., OFR3; homemaker; m EDWARD SAMUEL SAUNDERS, Fortland,
DR, 2 Nov. 194&.

Her Farents: IVA JEANM DE LONG:; b 5 Aug. 1886, Muskegon, MIj;
homemaker; m LLEWELYN ELIAS WILLIAMS, 17 June 1916, Fortland, OF;
d 123 Mar. 1979, Fortland; buwr. Sunset Hills, Fortland.

Grandparents: WILLIAM IRA  “ALLEN" DE LONG; b Feb. 1853,
Egssex Twp., Clinton Co, MI; Carpenter; m GENEVIEVE  “JENNY"
CalLAaHAN, 18807, Lebanon Twp., Clinton Co.; d 1 0Oct 1908,
Chicago, IL; bur. Forest Home, Chicago.

Great—Grandparents: NELSON DE LONMG, SR.; b 1814, NY;
farmer; gettled in Section 20, Essex Twp.., Clinton Co., MIz m
LYDIA  ANN AYRES, 24 Dec 1840, lLebanon Twp., Clinton Co.
(Couwrtlamd Hill, J.F.2>3: d 18%1, Clinton Co.; His father b in
England. LYDIA ANN AYRES was b 15 Apr 1818, NY; Homemaker; o 22
Sept 1874, Eszex Twp. Both are buried in Jones/Beech Cem., Essex
Twp

A biography included with School at Maple Rapids,
the Pioneer Certificate graduated from the University
Application regarding the Hon. of Michigan 29 March 1871, and
NELSON DE LONG says, "He came then began a law practice in
to Michigan a youwng man full Maple Rapids. The biography
of ambition and earnest further describes him: "Bt
purposs  ta o win his way in the Bar af  the State of
life, and was successful in Michigan many men have won
Fis  wvocation. A pioneer of brilliant triumphs, but none
Clinton County, he shared the have attained a greater- fame
privations of the early days than that which a Just
and, clearing, cultivating and recognition  of his talents
improving the land, brings to Mr. De Long, who is
participated in the promotion conceded to be the ablest Jury
af  the Ffarming interests of lawyer in central and western
his adopted - state. His Michigan." He later moved to
beloved wife, dauwghter of JOHN Muskegon where he was twice
AYERS (sic), entered into rest chasen Mayor.
Mmany Years betore her

hushand. " He attended Normal
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AUTOGRAPH BOOK
OF
MARY (JONES) PARKS (18465-195&)
FRiley Twp., Clinton Co., MI

HUNGERFORD, MINNIE M. KEENY,
BERTIE

KENT, BERT ,
ERIMENSCHNIEDER, CARRIE

LOVE, ELMER

LOVE, IDA EBELLE

FEFFLE, EMMA

STEVENS, NELL

STEVENS, NINA (Miss)
WEATHERKBEE, IDA

AUTOGRAPH BOOK
OF
MAGGIE E. HEIBECK, FOWLER, MI

SERLIN, ALBERT
BIEDERSTEADT, ANNA
EIEDERSTEADT, AUGUST
BIENESTEADT, CHARLES G.
EIENESTEADT, JOHN C. F.
ELLIS, GEORGE

ELLIS, IDA M.

ELLIS, LULU B.

ELLIS, MATTIE

HEIEECK, ANMIE V.
HEIBECK, D. E.

HE IEECE, GEORGE F.
HEIBECE, JOHN C.
HETEECE, MAGEIEE
HEIBECK, MARY

MOHNKE, IDA

FATTERSON, LTZZIE
FPEFPLE, LULA

A
MAR
BEHRENS,

CHANT, AL
CHANT, AR

CHANT, DA
CHANT, DO
CRAMPTON,
DAVIS, E.
GARABNON,
GEQORGIA,

GRAHAM, ™M
HALSEY, E

HELSEY, H.

HALSEY, L
HALSEY, ™M
HALSEY, S
HAMMOND ,

HATCH, S.

UTOGRAPH BOOK
OF
Y (IRRER) CHANT

ANNA
BERT
THUR
18Y
RIS

IVA

(Fastor)

JULES F.
AL ICE
ELISE
LECTA L.
.

UNA Ve E. (Tchr.o)
ARY

YLVIA E.

FEARL A.

Fa

BRI, Ttins) THELL O

IRRER, AL
IRRER, FR
IRRER, H.
IRRER, MA
IRRER, KA
LLOVE, EDN
MACK, W.

PRUDEN, J
FRUDEN, 0
FRUDEN, J
SHEFFER,

SCHAEBERL

SLATER, F

STIRM, SA

BERT
ED

E.
RY
TIE

&

K.
ANIE
RAL.

« W
CHRIG
E, MATTIE
RN
FAH

SUTTON, GRACE
THIELL, DELLA

SHAFLEY, THERESA M. WIDMAYER,

SHAFLEY, TRULLIE A. WIDMAYEFR,

SMELTZER, SMOCESIE WIDMAYER,
¥ X ¥ k %

The December Christmas Pot  Luck will be

County Senior Drop-In Center,

Johrs, an  December 2 1991 at

Aty
service and a dish to pass.

welcomed and we will be gathering

need this year, o if you are

E18 N. Clinto

&:ZOpm. I

Giftts for
goodies f

be gener

FKATIE
LIZZYE
MARY M.

on

held at the Clinton

n Ave., Downtown St.

ring your own table
the Archives will be
or a Christmas Box to
be given to a needy family. It is expected there will b2 many in

QusE .



